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proceed from tne People. 


II. The Nature of our Conſtitution is fairly Stated, with the Original 


e 


ontract berween King & People, and a Journalof the late Revolution. 


: 
8 


III. That Reſiſting of Tyrannical Power is allow'd by Scripture 
Me oe oy 5 
IV. That the Children of Jrael did often reſiſt and turn Out their 
Exil Princes, and that God Almighty did approve of Reſiſtance. 
Vi. That the Primitive Chriſtians did often refiſt their Tyrannical 
_. Emperors, and that Biſhop 4:hanaſius,' St. Chryſaſton, Luther, and 
Melanchthon, &c. did approve of Refiſtance.,. = 5 
VI. That the Prozeſtants in all Ages did refiſt their Evil and 
ieee TE I pate - 4 Yb 
VII. Together with a Hiſtorical Account of the depriving of Kings 
for their Evil Government in J½ael, Frauce, Spain, Scotland, &c. 
And in England before and ſince the Conqueſt. 8 
VIII. That Abſolute Haſive- Obedience is a Damnable and Treaſonable 
Doctrine. By contradicting the Glorious Attributes of God, and 
incouraging of Rebellion, Uſurpation and Tyranny: : 


To which no Anſwer Will be made, or Dare he made, or Can be made, 
without Treaſon, not to be behind My. Leſley, or any Jacobite in 


Aſſurance. 
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Printed for the Author, and are to be Sold by T. Harriſon at the Weſt 


Corner ef the Royal- Exchange in Cornbill, where is to be Sold 


; above Two Hundred and Forty forts of Penny, Two-penny, aud 
5 Three-penny Sermons, with good allowance to them that Buy a 
© Quantity for Charity; where is likewiſe Sold the fineſt Brafi/ Snuff, 

bor Colour and Flavour, and all other forts of fine Snuff at very rea. 
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N Vox Popul, Vox Dei: 
Being, true M AX IMs of 
GOV ERNM ENT, Oc. 


Overnment in General, as it derives its Ordination and 
Inſtitution from God, fo it is Circumſcribed and Li- 
mited by him, to be Exerciſed according to the Laws 

| of Nature, in the Subſerviency to the Glory of the 
| Creator, and the Benefit of Mankind. All Rulers are 

thus far under Pact and Confinement, that they are obliged by the 

Almighty, and Supreme Sovereign, to exert their Governing Power 

for the promoting his Service and Honour, and to exerciſe their 

Authority for the Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity of thoſe over whom 
they are Eſtabliſhed. There need no previous Compacts and Agree- 
ments between Princes and People as to theſe, foraſmuch as they are 
ſettled and determined by the Law and Appointment of the Divine 


” Legiſlator, and of the Univerſal Sovereign. Whoſoever refuſeth to 


Govern in Subordination unto, and for God, and in order to the 
Protection and Benefit of the Community, ceaſeth to anſwer the 
Ends unto which Magiſtracy was inſtituted, and for which Rectoral 
Authority is eſtabliſhed over and among Men. Nor is it in the. 
Choice or Power of any Society, at their erecting the Forms of 
Government, under which they are contented to live, and at their 
nominating the Perſons to whom they commit the Right of Admi. 


niſtring Juſtice towards, and over themſelyes, and of withſtanding 


and avenging Injuries offered them by others, to enlarge and extend 
the Power of thoſe whom they Conſtitute their Rulers, beyond the 
Limits and Boundaries unto ' which God hath ſtated and confined 
Magiſtrates, in the Charter of Nature and Revelation, Tho? People 
may both then and afterwards abridge themſelves, as they think 
meet, in things under their own diſpoſal, and either narrow or 
enlarge the Ruler's Power, in reference to what they have a Right 


= £0 retain or depart from, for the real or imagined Benefit of the 


Community; yet they can no ways interpoſe in the diſpoſal of the 


. Rights which belong unto God, and which he hath incommunicably 


Kelezves $0 himſelf; nor can * confer thoſe meaſures and 1 
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of Authority unto thoſe whom they ele& and advance to Magiſtracy, 


which God hath antecedently precluded the one from beſtowing, 


and the other from receiving. For Example, No Body, 'or Society 


of Men, can transfer a Power unto thoſe whom they ſelect and ſet 


apart from among themſelves to be Rulers over the Community; in 
the Virtue whereof thoſe veſted with Magiſtrical Authority, can 
withdraw their Subjects from their Allegiance to God, or act Arbi- 


trarily in preſcribing and impoſing what Religion they pleaſe, or- 


en . the meaneſt Perion, ſave upon a previous Crime, and a juſt 
emerit. N | 
Now God having, in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, confined ſuch 
as ſhall be choſen Rulers, within no other limits, in reference to our 
civil Concerns, ſave that they are to Govern for the Good of thoſe 
over whom they come to be eſtabliſhed ; it remains free and entire 
to the People at their firſt Erection of, and Submiſſion to Govern- 


ment, to prefcribe and define what ſhall be the Meaſures and Boun- 


daries of the publick Good, and unto what Rules and Standard the 
Magiſtrate ſhall be reſtrained, in order to his Defending and Pro- 


own Property and Liberty, antecedently to their Agreement with | 


the Majority, with him, or thoſe whom they call to Rule over 


moting the Benefit of the Society, of which he is created the Civil 
and Political Head. And every one being equally Maſter of his 


one another, and to the Compact of the Univerſality, or at leaſt of 


them; it evidently follows, that thoſe who come to be cloathed 


knowledg'd to remain ſtill veſted in the People, as their reſerved | 


with Magiſtracy , can lay claim to no more Authority over the 
Liberty, or pretend to no more Right in and over the Property of 
that Body Politick, than what the Community confer'd upon them, 
and doth voluntarily diveſt themſelves of, upon the proſpe& of the 
Advantages ariſing to them from their living in Societies, and 
under Magiſtrates. We muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind to have been 


Infatuated, and to have become Diſtracted, if they ſhould have ſub- 


mitted themſelves to the Juriſdiction of one who had no antecedent 
Right to command them, meerly in order to their being in a worſe 


Condition than they 3 were. And therefore ſeeing the 


extent and latitude of the Magiſtrates Power, muſt owe its Origi- 
nal to ſome Grant of the People, it does from thence lie incunibant 
upon him, to prove and juſtifie the ſeveral degrees and meaſures of 
Authority and Prerogative which he pretends to claim. And what 
he cannot derive from ſome confeſſion of the Society, muſt be ac- 


Priviledge and Right. And whatſoever he pretends unto, which he 


cannot prove their Surrendry of from themſelves unto him, argues 
not only his departing from the Compact betwixt him and the 


Community, by virtue whereof he was ordained and created their | 


in him, upon the beſt Terms which they can obtain, and that he is 
; | 5 willing 


——— — 7 


Ruler, but it renders him guilty of an Invafion upon the Rights of 
the whole Society, and upon every individual Member of it. Force 
and Conqueſt give no juſt nor legal Title over a People, by which 
the Conqueror becomes their Magiſtrate, until they, by ſome Conſent, 
bmiſſion to, and acquieſcence * 


either tacit or explicit, declare their ſu 
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willing to grant. And as no Government is lawful, but what is 


founded upon Compact and Agreement between thoſe choſen to 
Govern, and them who condeſeended to be Governed, ſo the Arti- 
cles upon which they ſtipulate the one with the other, become the 
Fundamentals of the reſpective Conſtitutions ot Nations, and toge- 
ther with ſuperaded poſitive Laws, are both the Limits of the Ru- 
ler's Authority, and the Meaſures of the Subjects Obedience. To 
extend the Governours Right to Command, and Subjects Duty to 
Obey, beyond the Laws of ones Country, is Treaſon againſt the 


Conſtitution, Treachery to the Society whereof we are Members: 


And tho' diſſolving the Tyes, by which Princes ſtand confined, and 
overthrowing the Hedges, by which the reſerved Rights, Privileges, 
and Properties of the Subjects are fenced about, every Prince is made 
a Tyrant, and all Subjects are render'd Slaves. Nor are all previ- 
ous Agreements, Stipulations, and Laws made inſignificant, unleſs 
by ſuch a pernicious and adulatory Doctrine as that of Non-reſiſtance, 
when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and the Conſtitution and 


Government avowedly ſubverted ; but they are meer Tricks and 


Cheats for decoying thoſe that were antecedently free, into a Nooſe, 


and State of Thraldom and Bondage, under the ſpecious and gilded 


Pretence of rendering their Liberty more ſecure, and their Condi- 
tion more ſafe, | 5 : 
And as it is by virtue of Compacts, Stipulations, Compromiſes, 


and Agreements, that all legal Governments have their Original and 


Eſtabliſhment , that various and diſtin Forms obtain in different 


Countries, and that a Title and Right to ruling Authority, and the 

ĩethod of arriving at it, is provided for and procur'd, ſo every 
Subjects Allegiance is firſt owing to the Conſtitution, and to the 
Ruler only, in the force and virtue of what every Member of the 
Political Society is bound unto, by the Terms of the Original Pact 
and Settlement; Abſtracting from the Conſtitution, and the Obli- 


gations which it lays us under, no Man can challenge a Right of 


Commanding us, nor do we owe him any Duty of Subject ion and 
Obedience. Whoſoever he be that, under a pretence of being con- 
ſtituted Sovereign, does invade and ſubvert the Fundamental Laws 
of the Society, he does thereby, ip/o facto, annul all the legal Right he 


bad to Govern, and abſolves all who were lefore his Subjects, from 


the legal Engagements they were under of yielding him Obedience ; 
ſo that the immediate and natural Effect of a Prince's claiming what 
the Rules of the Conſtitution are ſo far from intituling him unto, 
that they preclude him from it, is the depriving himſelf of all Right 


to claim any thing, and a reſtoring of the People to their State and 


Condition of Primitive Freedom ; of which, as they only diveſted 
themſelves by and upon the Terms of the Conſtitution, ſo they 
neither departed from it any longer then that ſhould be kept facred 
and inviolable, nor any further then was Covenanted and Stipulated 
in, and by the Terms and Agreements therein ſpecified and con- 
tained, And ſeeing it proceeds from the Efficacy of the foremen- 
tioned Contracts, that one Perſon becomes advanced from the com- 
mon Level to the Title and Authority of a Sovereign, and that all 
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confined him. Whereas all the Obedience and Fealty which they, 


F 


others are by their own conſent reduced and brought down to the 


condition of Subjects, there doth ariſe from thence, not only a mu- 
tual Relation betwixt him that Governs, and them that are Go- 
. verned ; but the firſt and higheſt Treaſon is that which is committed 
vgainſt the Conſtitution, and ſuch and ſuch Crimes againſt the 


Perſon and Dignity of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, are only made and 
declared to be ſo, by reaſon of the capacity he is put into by the 
Conſtitution, of preſerving and defending the Society, and becauſe 
It is needful in order to the Peace, Welfare, ard Safety of the 
Community, that be ſhould be covered from all Danger, and ren- 
dred ſacred in his Perſon, and inviolable in his Regal Honour, 
while he anſwereth the Truſt which the People, upon their Aſſem- 
bling and Uniting into a Body Politick, committed unto him, and does 


neither depart from the Eſſential and Fundamental Terms of the 
Original Compact, nor from their neceſſary Proviſions afterwards 
added, and enacted for preſerving the Government in its Primitive 


State and Frame. So that they neither are, or can be Traitors, who 
endeavour to preſerve and maintain the Conſtitutzon ; but they are 
the Traitors who deſign and purſue the Subverſion, of it. They are 


the Rebels that go about to overthrow the Government of their 


Country; whereas ſuch as ſeek to ſupport and defend it, are the truly 
Loyal Perſons, and do act conformable to the Ties and Obligations 
of Fealty. Nor is it meerly the firſt and higheſt Treaſon in it ſelf, 


that a Member of a political Society is capable of committing, to 


$2 about to ſubvert the Conſtitution 5 but it is alſo the greateſt 
Teaſon he can perpetrate againſt the Perſon, Crown, and Dignity 
of the King; for ſuch an Endeavour both annuls and vacates all his 
Title to Superiority over thoſe, above whom he was exalted from 
the common Level, by virtue of the Conſtitution, and deprives him 
*cf all rightful and legal Claim of Rectorial Authorify over the 
Society, by deſtroying the alone Foundation upon which it was ere- 
cted, and by which he became veſted with it. Thro' cancelling the 
Charter, from which he deriveth and holdeth his governing Power, 


they not only make his Title to Sovereignty precarious, but they da 


Tender every Claim of that kind, and every Challenge of Governing 
the Community, to be an Invaſion and Uſurpation. 1 

To all which I will only further add under this Head, That as 
all legal Government is founded upon a mutual Stipulation and Com- 
pact, ſo the firſt and moſt abſolute Obligation ariſing from this 
Agreement, becomes incumbant, and lies upon the Prince towards 
the People; whereas the Fealty and Duty, which by the ſaid Con- 
tract and Covenant they bind and engage themſelves unto towards 
Him, is in order bur Secondary and Conditional. Whenever any 
Perſon is choſen from the reſt of the Society, and raiſed to King- 
Mip upon a foregoing and previous Contract with the Community, 


He becomes upon the very accepting of it bound abſolutely, and with- 


out reſerve, to Govern them according to the Ferms and Meaſures, 


which they and he have agreed and ſtipulated, and to Rule them by 


the Tenor of the Laws, unto which they have circumſcribed and 


who 
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who by that Agreement have render'd themſelves Subjects, owe un- 
to their ordained and created Sovereign, do derive: their Obligatory 
force towards them, and become due - unto him, upon his Governing 
them according to the concerted and ſtipulated Conditions, and his 
preſerving unto them their reſerved Priviledges, Liberties and Rights. 
Na England has been the moſt provident and careful of all 
Nations, in reſerving unto its ſelf, upon the firſt Inſtitution of, and 
its Submiſſion to Regal Government, of all ſuch Rights, Privileages 
and Liberties, as were neceſſary to render it either renown'd and 
- honourable Abroad, or ſafe, happy, and proſperous at Home; fo it 
hath with a Courage and Magnanimity peculiar unto it, maintain'd 


its Priviledges and Liberties through a large and numerous Series of 


Ages, and either re-aſſur'd and ſecur'd them by new and ſuperaded 
Laws, when there were Endeavours to undermine and ſupplant 
them, or elſe hath vindicated them with a Generous, Manly, and 
Military Courage, even to the Depoſition and Abdication of Trea- 
.cherous, Uſurping,.and Tyrannous Princes, when more gentle, mild, 
and Senatorian Methods were found weak and ineffectual to cover 
and protect them to themſelves, and to convey and tranſmit them to 


| ſuch as were to come after. The People of England have the ſame 
Title unto, and Security for the Enjoyment of their Liberties and 


Properties, that our: Kings have unto their Crowns, or for Defence 
of the Regal Dignity. For as they can plead nothing for what they 
enjoy or claim, but Fundamental and Poſitive Laws; fo the Subjects 
Intereſt in his Liberty and Property is convey'd unto him, by the 
ſame Terms and Channels, and fene'd about with the fame Hedges 
and Pales. Horz tells us in his Mirrour, Chap. 1. That the Saxons 
having put an end to the Hepiarchy, ly reaſon of the continual Wars 
that attended the Reigning of ſa many Kings in ſo narrow a compaſs 


/ Land, ho they choſe themſelves one King to maintain and defend 
heir Perſons and Goods in Peace, by rules of Law, and made him 


Swear, that he ſhould be obedient to ſuffer Right as well as his People 
fhould be, For according to Bra&on, Lib. 3. C. 9. The whole 
Power of the King of England, is to do Good, and not to do Hurt; 


nor can he do any thing as a King but what he can Legally do. And 


as we know no King, but a King by Law; fo we are aſſured by 
Forteſcue, Lib. 1. c. 8, and Lib. 3. c. 9. That he Governs not his. 
People by a Regal Power, but by a Politick, From thence our Princes 


were antiently bound to Swear at their Coronation, That they would 


Govern according unto Law, and preſerve unto them all their Cuſtoms 


and Franchiſes : (Stat. of Provif. 25. Ed. 3.) Nor can we have a 


clearer evidence of the legal Extent of the King's Authority, and of 


the Dimenſion of the Obedience which the Subject is bound unto 


than that which we have in the Oath of Fealty, which formerly us' 
to be exacted of the Subject: Namely, That he ſpould be Obedient to 
all the King's Laws, and to every Precept and Proceſs proceeding from 
the ſame, ( Wilkins's Treat. Coron. &. Court lett, c. p. 140. 
Nor is that unworthy our Obſervation, which Hen, I, writ to the 
Pope, when attack'd by him about the matter of Ioveſtures, viz, 
That he ceuld not dimi niſo ihe Rights either of the Crown or of the 
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Ningdom, and that 75 he ſhould be ſo abje& and mean as to attempt its 
he Barons and People of England repreſented in Parliament would not 
allow or permit it. Tis upon this Account aftirm'd of an Engliſh 
King, That he can do no Wrong, becauſe he can do nothing but what 
the Law impowers him, For tho' he hath all things ſubjected to his 
Authority, while he acts according to Law, yet there is nothing left 
to his Arbitrary Will. The ſeveral - Charters, eſpecially that ſti- 


led The Great Charter, in and by which our Rights ſtand ſecured, _ 7} 
{ſworn and entail'd unto us and to our Poſterity, were not the Grants 
and Conceſlions of our Princes, but Recognitions of what we have 
reſerv d unto our ſelves in the Original Inſtitution.of our Government, 


and of what had always appertain'd unto-us have by Common Law 
and Immemorial Cuſtoms. And the' theſe Priviledges and Liberties 
came to be more diſtinctly expreſſed and ſignally ratified in the Great 
Charter, than they had been before; yet they had not only been 
acknowledg'd and tranſmitted down in the Laws of Edward the Con- 
For, as the Birth-Right of every Engliſhman ; which allo, William, 
the Firſt Norman King, ratified as ſuch: But they had long before 
been collected into a Body by King Edgar, the Saxon, and were only 
Tevisd, repeated, and confirm'd by the Confeſſor. But amongſt all 
the Rights and Priviledges appertaining unto us, that of having a 
ſhare in the Legiſlation, and being to be Govern'd by ſuch Laws as 
we our ſelves ſhall chuſe, is the moſt Fundamental and Eſſential, as 
well as the moſt Adyantageous and Beneficial. For thereby we ate 
enabled to make ſuch ſucceſſive and continual Proviſions, as the pre- 
ſervation of the Society, and the promoting either the Temporal or 
Eternal Welfare of the Subject, ſhall be found to render needful or 


expedient. And as, tho? being poſſeſſed of ſo great a portion of the | 


Legiſlative Power, and thro? having a Right by ſeveral poſitive Laws 
to annul Parliaments, we can both reheve our ſelves from and againſt 


every thing that either threatneth, endangereth, or oppreſſeth us, 


and furniſh, and accommodate the whole Community with all legal 
Taccours and means that are neceſſary for Peace, Preſervation and 
Proſperity; fo herein lies our ſignal Advantage and Felicity, that 


what we become intereſted in by a poſitive and ſtatute Law, it doth 


thereby and from thence become a part of our Right and Property, 


and not to be wreited again from us but by our own conſent. For 
us Bracton faith, Lib, 1. C. 2. (tho' it be alſo one of the firſt Di= | 


ctates of Reaſon and common Senſe) Laws can neither be altered nor 
vacated, ſave by the conſent and concurrance of the ſame Authority 


by which they were made and enacted. Tis true that the executive 


part of the Government is, both by our Common and Statute Laws, 
convey'd unto, and veſted in the King; but at the ſame time there 
as ſufficient Provifion made both in the Terms of our Conſtitution, 
and in our Parliamentary Acts, to preyent this from being hurtful 
unto us, unleſs our Sovereigns become guilty both of the higheſt 
Treachery, and withal make an Invaſion upon, and endeavour the 


Subverſion of the whole Government. A Right of overſeeing the 


Execution of the Laws, being a Prerogative inſeparable from the 


is cloathed with Rectoral Authority, and for which he is deſigned 
and eſtabliſhed, are the conſervation of the publick Peace, and the 


Adminiſtration of Juſtice towards and among the Members of the 
Pody Politick : All to be expected from the Wiſdom of the Society, 


or practicable by them, either upon the firſt Erection of, and Submiſ- 
”* fron to Civil Governmem, or upon their future Improvements, and 
2 farther Regulations of it, was to direct, limit, and reſtrain this 
Executive Power committed unto the Sovereign, and to make him 
and his Subordinate Miniſters accountable, in caſe they ſhould deny, 


delay, or pervert Juſtice, or be found chargeable with Male-Admi- 
niſtration of the Laws. Nor was ever a People more provident as 
to all theſe, than our Predeceſſors and Anceſtors have been, For as 
they have left nothing to the King's private Diſcretion, much leſs to 


his arbitrary Will, but have aflign'd him the Laws as the Rules and 
'*Z Meaſures he is to govern by; ſo they not only delagated it unto 
2 him, as a Truſt which he is to Swear faithfully tv perform, but 
they always reſerv'd a Liberty, Right, and Power unto themſelves 
of inſpecting his Adminiſtration, making him reſponſable for it, and 


of Abdicating him from the Sovereignty upon univerſal and egregi- 
ous Failures in the Truſt that had been credited and confign'd unto 
him. Of this we have indiſputable Evidence in the Articles advanc'd 
in Parliament againſt &. II. when he was Depos'd from the Throne, 
and had the Scepter taken out of his hand, Yea, to prevent all 
Dangers which might befal the Subject thro' the Kings being truſted 
with the Executive power of the Government, he is not by our Con- 
ſtitution and Laws allowed to do any thing in his own Perſon, nay 
not ſo much as to draw and Seal the Commiſſion ot thoſe that are 
to Act in his Name, and under him. And as nothing is accounted 
in our Goyernment a Commiſſion, but what the Law Authorizes and 
Warrants; ſo he is liable to be proceeded againſt as the higheſt Cri- 
minal, that preſumeth to Act in the virtue of any other. An illegal 
Commiſſion is fo far from conveying a Power unto any Man to act, 
that it is a greater Crime to do any thing upon the Authority of it, 
than it would be to commit the fame Fact, without all colour and 
pretence of Power and Warrant. Seeing the Injury of the one Caſe 
doth not effect and terminate in him that receives it; whereas in 
the other it affects both the King, the Government, and the whole 
Body of the People. And as if it were not enough to preſerve us 
harmleſs from the Executive power lodged in the King, that all 
the Commiſſions iſſuable from him are to be legall, or otherwiſe to 
be accounted null; even they who ſtand Warranted and Empowered 
to act by legal ' Commiſſions are not only to be Sworn to 
Execute them legally, but are obnoxious to be puniſhed for every 


thing they do upon them that deviates from the Meaſures of the 


Law. And as *tis the Duty, and hath been the practice of. thoſe 


2 who have been faithful to the Truſt repoſed in them, regardful of 
their own Honour, and juſt to the Kingdom, to puniſh their Officers 


and Miniſters for Malverſation, and for departing in their Admini- 
ſttration from the Rules of our Common and Statute Laws; witneſs 


king fred, who cauſed forty four Juſtices to be Hanged we 


- 


* 
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Year for illegal, falſe, and corrupt Judgments: So it belongeth to 
our Parliaments, as being one of the great Ends as well as Reaſons, 4 
for which. they ought to be frequently called and aſſembled, to in- 
quire into, and to puniſh the Crimes of Judges, and all others im- , 
ploy'd by, and under the King, in the Executive part of the Govern- m. 
ment. From hence it is, that as the Houſe of Commong, among other 
Capacities in which they fit and act, are by the Conſtitution to be 
the great Inqueſt of the Kingdom, to ſearch into all the Oppreſſions 
and Injuſtices of the Kings Miniſters ; ſo the Houſe of Lords, among 
their ſeveral ether Rights and Priviledges, ſtand clothed with 'the 7 
Power and Authority of the High-Court of Fudicature of the Nation, 
who are to puniſh thoſe who have miſbehaved themſelves in al! 
other Courts, as well as thoſe whom inferiour Courts have either 
connived at, or have been ſo wicked as Unrighteouſly to juſtifie, Of ; 
this all Ages afford us Precedents, and nothing but the ſtupidneſs of 
this, in not making ſo frequent and fignal Examples of Parliamen- | 
tary Juſtice, among the Miniſterial Diſpenſers of our Laws, and 
among the Officers of our late Kings, as our Anceſtors uſed to do, E 
hath been the encouragement and cauſe of ſo many Uſurpations and | 
1 nog of the Laws, Immunities, Rights, and Priviledges of the F.; 
ation, + "SIG | „„ 
There being no Natural or Divine Law for any one Form of Go- 
vernment, or that one Perſon rather than another ſhould have the 
Sovereign Adminiſtration of Affairs, or have Power over many 
Thouſand different Families, who are by Nature all equal, being of 
the ſame Rank, promiſculouſly Born to the fame Advantages. of Na- 
ture, and to the uſe of the ſame common Faculties, therefore Man- 
kind is at Liberty to chuſe what Form of Government they like beſt. 
Can any Man ſay, that God and Nature did not concur as well with 
Italy, when it had but one Prince, as now, when it hath ſo many, 
and the like with Germany, and alſo with Svitzerland, which was 
once one Common-wealth under the Dukes and Marqueſles of Au- 
ria, and now are divided into Thirteen Cantons, or Common- 
wealths, under popular Magiſtrates of their own? England allo was to the 
firſt a Monarchy under the Britains, and then a Province under the the PL 
' Romans, and after that divided into Seven Kingdoms at once, under A; 
the Saxons, and after them of the Danes, and then the Normans, and the B. 
now a Monarchy again under the Exgliſb, and all this by God's The 
Providence, or Permiſlion, who ſuffered. his own peculiar People, the | more 
Jews, to be under divers manner of Government's at divers times; the I. 
at firſt under Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac and Facob ; then under Cap- not h. 
tains, Moſes, Foſhua, &. then under Judges, Othoniel, Ehud and God, 
Gideon; then under High-Prieſts, Eli and Samuel; then under dain'd 
Kings, Saul, David, and the reſt; then under Captains and High- or Ev 
Prieſts again, as Zerobalel, Judas Maccabew, and his Brethren, has hi 
until the Government was laſtly taken from them, and they brought points 
under the Power of the Romans. And that God does concur with ted fre 
what Magiſtrate, or Magiſtrates, the Community thinks fit to ap- of 
point, is plain by the Teſtimony of Holy Scripture; when God faid Obedi 
ta Solomon, By mes Kings Rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of F taud 
1 5 | EY Eos 


1 ( 

h to 4 ;he Earth, Prov. 8. 16. that is by his permiſſion they govern, tho? 
ons, ¶ choſen by the People. | 2 Ly C 
In- , All Politick Societies began from a Voluntary Union and mutal 
im- Agreement of Men, freely acting in the Choice of their Governours 
ern- and Forms of Government. 85 | 
other The Safety of the People is the ſupreameſt Law, and what they 
o be by common Conſent have enacted, only for the publick Safety, they 


lions may without any Obſtacle alter when Things require it, by the like 
nong common Conſent. ; : . ET 
the The lawful Power of making Laws to command whole politick 


Zimmediately and perſonally received from God, or elle by Authority 
Is of derived at firſt by their Conſent, upon whoſe Perſons they impoſe 
men- Laws, fit is no better than meer Tyranny. Laws they are not 
and therefore with publick Approbation hath not made lo. Hookers 
0: do, FFEccl. Pol. I. 1 S. 10. 333 3 | 
and V hyſoever (ſays Ariſtotle) is Governed by a Man without a Law, 
f the i, govern by a Man, and ly a Beaſt, 2 He 
 # 4arifotle faith, That the whole Kingdom, City, or Family is more 
Go excellent, and to be preferr'd before any Part or Member thereof. 
e the By the Law of Nature, Salus Populi, the Welfare of the People, is 
many both the ſupreme and firſt Law in Government, and the Scope, and 
ng of End of all other Laws, and of Government it ſelf, becauſe the Safety 
Na- of the Body politick is ever to be preferr'd before any one Perſon 
Man- whatſoever. _ | 5 5 „ Ro 
: belt. #F No humane Law is binding which is contray to Scripture or the 
with general Laws of Nature. EEC 3 
many, Religion doth not overthrow Nature, whoſe chiefeſt Principle is to 
Was preſerve herſelf. 5 1 _ 
Au- As Magiſtrates were deſigned for the publick Good, ſo the Obli- 
mon- Joation to them muſt be underſtood fo, as to be ſtall in Subordination 
o was to the main End; For the Reaſon of all Law and Government is 
r the the publick Good. | ; : 
under A juſt Governour, for the Benefit of the People, is more careful of 
7, and the Publick-Good and Welfare, than of his own private Advantage; 
God's | The Power that is lodged in the Crown is only atruſt, and nothing 
e, the more; for no Prince has any other Right to the Throne, then what 
mes ; the Laws of the Land or Voice of the People gives him, for he cans 
Cap- not have a right by Nature, he has no more Power or Authority from 
4 and God, before he is a Magiſtrate, than another Man; all Men are or- 
under dain'd of God and have Power or Strength from him, either to Good 
ligh- for Evil, and God Almighty permits them to do either. The Prince 
has his Authority from the People, or the Law which chuſes or ap- 
points him to be ſupreme, of which he is only Executor while ſepera- 
with ted from the Legiſlative Authority. The Law is the Rule. and Power 
o ap- of his Government, (and the Meaſure of the Peoples Submiſſion ard 
| ſaid Obedience) beyond which he hath no Power, except he Acts by 
Fraud or Force, 7 Th 


* 
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Executive part or Adminiſtration is ſingly in him. 


vernment, if it were not Lawful to maintain and preſerve thoſe Li- 


Tn) 


The fupreme Authority of a Nation belongs to thoſe who have L 
the legiſlative Authority reſerv'd to them, but not to thoſe, who Hor 
have only the Executive, which is plainly a Truſt when it is ſepera- any 
ted from the Legiſlative Power, and all Truſts by their Nature import, N 
that thoſe to whom they are given are accountable, though no ſuch © e 
Condition ĩs ſpecified. 1 

All that know any thing of England know that the Government | Fity 
of it is a mixed limited Government, conſiſting of Monarchy, Ari- 3 | 
ſtocracy, and Democracy duly temper'd where the ſupreme Power is A 
divided between the King and People (or the Lords and Contec) 885 
ſince he can neither raiſe Money, nor make, or annul Laws without ar” 


them, and thoſe Laws are a Rule to both, a common Meaſure to him 9 
of his Power, and to them of their Obedience; but the Government is 
call'd a Monarchy becauſe that Kind is predominant i in the Conttim- i 7 
tion, the King having his Share in the ſupreme Power, and the whole | 


There muſt be in every Government a power to preſerve it, not BT ihe 
only againſt Force from Without, but againſt Force and every Thing © 
elſe, that is deſtructive from Within: As a Man may preſerve his 
Perſon from Diſeaſes, as well as defend it againſt Violence. He Tt 
cannot renounce this Power, becauſe Self- preſervation is a Duty; nei- 
ther can People united in Society or Government, renounce the Pows| 
er of maintaining that Society or Government, becauſe this Power is gif 
The Inſtrument of their Safety and Preſervation ; for the Condition of 2 # 
all Subjects would be alike, whether under abſolute or limited Go- Mat 


mitations : Since Will and Pleaſure, and not Law, wou'd be equal 2 
in both the Meaſure of Obedience, for to have Liberties and Privi- ns 
ledges, unleſs they may be defended, and to have none at all is the} © 
fame thing, as to be govern'd by meer "Will and Pleaſure, or by Laws rage, 


ſubje& to that Will and Pleaſure, f 
Laws and Oaths in limited Governments are Ties upon King and " 
People, and muſt be interpreted according to the Nature of the Govern- | M 
ment, ſo as to prove Fences for the Conſtitution, and not to ſerve for Gs, 
handles to overthrow it; as the Coronation Oath and Oath of Alle- mu 
glance, are in Effect but ſwearing to the Conſtitution, in one to Go- | Def 
yern, and in the other to be Governed, according to it. But if a Co- 


ronation Oath be a tie upon a King only to God, and the Oath of wes ; 
Allegiance be extended to an abſolure Subjection, then both King oY 
and People ſwear againſt the Conſtitution, inſtead of ſwearing to fing 
maintain it as they think they do. on) 


The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews of Society; and as the Ma- 


_ Eiſtrate is above the People, ſo is the Law above the Magiſtrate, or * 


elſe there can be no civil Society. 
He who makes himſelf above all Law, is no Member of a Com- ; 
on-Wealth, but a meer Tyrant, 14 
He who is deſtructive to the being of another, hath quitted (or A 
has not) the Reaſon which God hath given to be the Rule betwixt Con 
Man and Man of Juſtice and Equity, hath put himſelf into the State uni 
of War with the other, and is as Naxiqus as any ſavage Beaſt that 


* nis Deſtruction, | No Þ 
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have No Man in civil Society can be exempted from the Laws of it? 
who For if there be no Appeal on Earth, for Redreſs or Security againſt 
Spera- Vany Miſchieif the Prince may do, or cauſe to be done, then every 
mport, Man bo we Society is in a State of Nature with him or them, in 

4, Reſpect of them. | 
f ſuch 6. The Principles of natural Religion give thoſe who are in Autho- 
ment rity, no Power at all, but only ſecures them in the Poſſeſſion of that 
Ari- Which is theirs by the Laws of the Country. 5 
Abſolute Monarchy is inconſiſtant with civil Society; and there- 


wer is 2 5 
mons) Pore can be no Form of civil Government, which is to remedy the 
ithour Inconveniences of the State of Nature. : 
o him . No Man or Society of Men have Power to deliver up their Pre- 


. ſervation, or the Means of it, to the abſolute Will of any Man, and 
nent IS 2 * 

nſtitu. they will have alwaysa Right to preſerve what they have not Power to 
whole Part with. | | 


. 


No Power can exempt Princes from the Obligation to the eternal 
+ not Laws of God and Nature. In all Diſputes between Power and 
Tnine! Liberty, Power muſt always be proved, but Liberty proves it ſelf; 
fol 15 1 the Ke being founded upon poſitive Law, the other upon the Law 
of Nature. | | 

7 = Ik a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all Laws made for the well 
pow governing a Community, will act deſtructive to that Community, 
tel they are diſcharged, either from Active or Paſlive-Obedience, and in- 
diſpenſibly obliged by the Law of Nature to Refiſtance, 


tion of} If a Man may be a Wolf to a Man, nothing forbids but that a 


4 25 Man may be a God to a Man, as it is in the Proverb: Therefore 
. Antiquity hath enrolled Hercules amongſt the Number of the Gods, 
Sar ary J becauſe he puniſhed and tamed Procuſtes Buſgris, and other Tyrants 


the Peſts ef Mankind, and Monſters of the World. So allo the Ko- 


T th] man Empire, as long as it ſtood free, was called the Patrocine againſt 
; aws the Robberies of Tyrants, becauſe the Senate was the Haven and Re- 
no and fuge of Kings, People and Nations. | 

= | The fame Reaſon that obliges People to ſubmit to Governours and 
ve for Magiſtrates when they govern according to the Laws and Conſtitu- 
F Alle⸗ £298 of the Country, and Act for the good of the Society, does as 
8 8 1 much oblige the People to Oppoſe them, if they deſign their Ruin or 


. Deſtruction ; it cannot be ſuppoſed that God, who has obliged Man- 
of! kind to preſerve their Lives, and conſequently to uſe the means that 
| King are neceſſary for that End, ſnould require People to ſuffer themſelves 
in 4 to be deſtroyed, or made Slaves, to gratify the Luſt or Barbarity of any 
S ©ON ſingle Perſon, or a few who are by Nature but their Equals, and 
3 only above them by being in an Office which they erected for their 
| XF own Convenience. 
ate, or When the Chriſtian Religion is become a part of the Subjects Pro- 


Come perty by che Laws and Conſtitution of the Country; then it is to be 


3 confidered as one of their principal Rights: And ſo may be defen= 

ied (or A ded as, well as any other civil Right, | | 

twixt That Cauſe is juſt which defends the Laws, which protects the 

State 7 Common Good, which ſhall preſerve the Realm: And that Cauſe is 

t that 
Na 


unjuſt which violates the Laws, defends the Breakers of the Laws, 
| | 1 5 JV 


Government was under a King he uſually held it for Life, and then | 
upon his Deceaſe the People proceeded to a New Election, till at laſt Son 


(14) 1 


protects the Subverters of the Country. That is juſt which does de- ga 
ſtroy Tyrannical Government. That unjuſt which would aboliſh Mar 
juſt Government. That unlawful which tends to the Private. Rig 
What can be more abſurd than to ſay, That there is an abſolute H 
SubjeFion due to a Prince, whom the Laws of God, Nature, and the aſid 
Country, have not given ſuch Authority? As if Men were made ag Was 
fo many Herds of Cattle, only for the Uſe, Service and Pleaſure Ithe 
of their Princes. . es | P 
The Reign of a good King reſembles that of Heaven, over which his 
there is but one God, tor he is no leſs beloved of the Virtuous than © 
feared of the Bad; and if Humane Frailty could admit a Succeſſion Aa 
of good Kings, there were no Compariſon, Power being ever more ſecc 
gor ious in one, then when it is divided. 5 =_ Aft 
'Tis not the Title of a King, but the Power (which is the Elec 
Laws) which is inveſted in him, which makes the Difference be- Kin 
twixt him and other Men in the executing this Power: His Perſon Art. 
is ſacred and not to be reſiſted, he being above every Soul contained EIn 
in the ſame Society, and therefore cannot be refiſted, or deprived of the 
ans ke without the greateſt Sin of Robbery and Injuſtice imagi- and 
nable. | . F 
The Election of Magiſtrates was the Original of Succeſſion, for as Hen 
the living more ſafely, and with the freer Enjoyment of their Goods, 
was the Original Cauſe that People affociated themſelves into a Na- III 
tion or Kingdom. So, for the better attaining that End, they did Rig 
ſet over themfelves the beſt and wiſeſt of their Brethren to be their 


Rulers and Governours; and this Adminiſtration was truſted in alte 
one or more Hands, according to the Temper and Diſpoſition of the 22% 
Perſon, in which Authority they continued for their Lives, or for YA 


one Year, or for ſome other ſtated Period of Time. Where the Tit 


it fell into the Hands of ſome very excellent Perſon, who having more 
then ordinarily deſerved of his Country, the People as well in Gra- 
titude to him, as believing they could not make a better Choice then & 
in the Branches that would grow out of ſo excellent a Stock, entail'd b 
that Dignity upon him and his Poſterity. And this is the juſt Riſe 

of Succeſſion; all others being unjuſt, for he that comes in by the he 
Power of the Sword, may be deprived by the Power of the Sword ; | © 
tis Nothing but the Conſent of the Govern'd can give a Right to 
Succeſſion. The next in Succeſlion to the Crown of England was Te, 
reckond to have a very precarious Title any further then his good Diſ- } © 
poſitions and Sufficiences to ſway the Scepter did recommend him to tl 
the Affections of the People, (till the Time of Villiam the firſt, called 3 
the Conqueror) it being very common not only to break into the I 
Succeſſion, but even to ſet aſide all that Family and Line when | 
ever it was known that the Publick might ſuffer by their being at Þ 
the Head of the Government, the Publick Good being the only 5% 
Conſideration that ſwaid them in that Point. Witnefs the Electing Kir 
and Crowning of Edelwald and Caſebelian ; Egbert not next in Blood 7, 0 


Edward Adalſton and Herold, who were all illegitimate, and ee. ; 
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des de. Wpgainſt the Right of his two Nephews, Canutus a Foreigner, aud 
aboliſn e without Title, and Edward the Confeſſor, againſt the 
Right Heir s. eh 9 
pſolute® 7 5 the Conqueſt, Anno 1087. Robert, the Elder Brother, was put 
1d th; aſide, and Villiam Rufus, the ſecond Son of Villiam the Conqueror, 
ade a; was elected, after whoſe Death Henry the firſt, his younger Brother, 
leafure {though not next Heir) was choſen by the People, not ſummoned 
| Sy Writ; and this Henry in his Charter acknowledged that he Ow?*d 
which his Crown to the Common-Council of the Realm. After the Death 
Jchen pf Henry the firſt Stephen was choſen King, againſt the Right of 
ceſſion JAMaud, the Daughter of Henry the firſt, After his Death Henry the 
more ſecond was admitted King, againſt the Right of his Mother Maud. 
ZAfter the Death of Richard the firſt, King John (Earl of Morton) was 


— 


is the elected, and Arthur the right Heir diſinherited. After the Death of 
ace be. King Fobn, Henry his firſt born was elected againſt the Right of 
Perſon Arihur. Henry the third was choſen againſt the Right of Eleanor, 
1tained Prince Arthur's Siſter. At the Death of Henry the third, the States of 
ved of the Kingdom met and ſettled the Government, by appointing Officers, 
imagi- and what elſe was neceſſary for the Defence of the Realm, and 
| ; Edward the fourth was ſet up by the People, during the Life of 
for as Hen the ſixth. Whilſt the Lady Elizabeth, the true Heir of the 
Goods, Crown was living, Henry the ſeventh was declared King, without 
2 Na- Joyning her in the Title, or ſo much as making any Mention of her 
ey did Right. So that till Henry the third, there is ſcarce to be found any 
e their Prefident of Succeſſion, and ſince his Reign the Succeſſion hath been 
ted in altered ſeveral Times, and the Crown ſhifted from one Family to 
of the another by Act of Parliament. Theſe are ſufficient Proofs of the 
or for Power and Authority of the People. 3 
re the . All the Race of the Stewarrs, after Robert the Firſt, had no other 
d then Title to the Crown of Scozlang, but by Act of Parliament againſt 


at laſt | the Ligitimate and right Line; for the {aid Robert having had three 
> more Sons and one Daughter, by a Concubine, named Elizabeth More, 
” Gra. | whom he afterwards Married to one Gfifford, himſelf at the ſame 
e then time taking in Marriage Eufemia, the Daughter of the Earl of Roſs, 


ntaila 8 1 whom he had Iſſue, Valter and David, Earls of Athol and Stra- 
r Riſe ern, and Eufemia, that was afterwards Married to James Douglas, 
yy che Son to the Earl of Douglas. The aforementioned Robert did upon 
word; the Death of his Wife Eufemia, and of Gfifford, the Huſband of Eli- 
ght to | zabeth More, did Marry his former Coneubine Elizabeth More; but 
7 was © obtain d by an Act of Parliament, that the Children begotten upon 
d Dif: | Her in Concubinate ſhould inherit the Crown, and his Lawful, and 
4 Legitimate Children by his Wife Eufemia ſhould be Excluded : So 
called that all the Claim that the Sof Race had to the Crown of England, 
o the being deſcended from the Eldeſt Daughter of Henry the Seventh, was 
when from, and by an Act of Parliament, which veſted the ſaid Henry in 
8 the Crown of this Realm. | | 
| 557 4 Clauſe in King Henry's Charter it is ſaid, F the King Invades 
ting x 2oſe Rights (meaning the Rights of the People) iz is Lawful for the 
Blood 77 70 „ile againſt him, and to do him what Injury they can, as 
red,, %% hey om d him no Allegiance. By an AR of Parliament of the 
1 | | 92 | 12th 


(16) 
12th of Richard the Second, it was Enacted, That if the King, thro? 
a fooliſh Obſtinacy, and Contempt of his People, or perverſe froward 
Fill, or by any other irregular way, ſhall alienate himſelf from his 
People, and will not be Govern'd and Regulated by rhe Rights o 
the Kingdom, and laudable Ordinances, made by the Council of the 
Lords and Great Men of the Realm, but foal headily in his mad 


Councils exerciſe his own arbitrary Will; from thenceforih it is Laws 


Jul for them, with the common Aſſent and Conſent of the Peotle of 


the Realm, to Abrogate, or Depoſe him from the Throne, and ſet up 
in his ftead, ſomebody of Kin, or near of Kin, to the King of the 
Royal Stock: Which gives a Latitude for Chuſing any deſerving 
Perſon of the Royal Stock. | | 


By the Acts of Parliament of the 28th and 25th of Hen. VIII. it 


is declared, That i ſuch Heirs as are there appointed, without ve- 
gard to the Scotch Family, ſhould fail, and no Proviſien made in the 
Aing's Life time who ſhould Rule and Govern ths Realm, then the 
Realm ſhall be deſtitute of a Lawful Gevernour. | 
By the Act of the 13th of Elizabeth, C. 1. makes it Treaſon in 
any After-time to deny the power of Parliament to Limit or Alter 
the Succeſlion,and adds a Penalty upon them, who ſhou'd affirm, That 
_ but the Iſſue of the Queen's Body had Right to ſucceed after 
er. | | | 
King Alfred acknowledged in his Will, joined to his Life by 
Menevenfis, That he owed his Crown to the Bounty of his Princes and 
of the Elders of his People. l 5 
The Power which the People of England had in the Diſpoſal of 
the Crown, during the time of the Saxons, is confirmed to us by that 
Noble Record which Sir Henry Spellman hath cited. Concil. Vol. 1. p. 
291. That in a Parliament held in Calebuth An. 787. it was Ordain'd 
and Enacted, That the Kings ſhould be Elefed by the Parliament: And 
3hat being choſen they ſhould have prudent Councellors fearing God, 
And this Right over the Crown, and about the Diſpoſal of it, which 
our Anceſtors challenged and exerciſed all the time of the Saxons, 
they have maintain'd and exerted with no leſs Courage and Vigour, 
in every Age ſince the coming in of the Norman Race. | 
Villiam the Firſt (who is unjuſtly ſtiled the Congueror, having 
ſubdued none but Herold and thoſs that Abetted him) did obtain the 
Crown by a free Choice and Submiſſion of the Peers and Body of the 
People; and before his Coronation he was made to ſwear that he 


would Govern the Beople juſtly, keep and obſerve unto them all their 


old Laws, and conſent unto the having ſuch further Laws enacted, 
7 _ be found needful for the Preſervation and Porſperity of the 
ealm. | 
The learned Bracton I. 2. c. 16. and in Fleta I. r. c. 17. faith, That in 
Governing of the People, the King has above him the Law by which 
he is confitated King, and his Parliament, viz. The Earls and Barons; 
he Earls in Latin being 
Fellows : Now he that has a Fellow, has a Maſter ; wherefore, if he 
King become Lawleſs they muſt give him Law, and Curb him, hen 
we ſpeak of Curbing a King, who is in Arms in Order to Oxpreſs 
| | DON the. 


called Comites, that is Companions and 


5 Cm 
the State, it is evident that it imports an obliging him by Force, el : 
ther to renounce his Tyrannical Courſes, or force him to leave the 


By the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, of immortal Memory, for his 


collecting and ftri& obſerving the Laws of the Kingdom, as well as 
for the admir'd Sanity of his Life, it is written, That the Ring 


ought to do all Things in bis Kingdom according to Law, and by the 
Judgment of his Prers. St. Edward's Law goes further, That wnleſs 
the King perform his Duty, and anſwer the End for which he was con- 
flituted, not ſo much as ;he Name of a King ſhall remain in him. 
William Rufus, Henry the Firſt, and Stephen got the Conſent of the 
People by promiſing to grant them their uſual Laws, and ancient 
Cuſtoms. Henry the Firſt, Richard the Firſt, King John, and Richard 
the Second, oblige themſelves at their Coronation to grant them, and 
then the beagle conſented to own them as their King, and Richard 
the Firſt, and King Fohn, were conjured by the Arch-Biſhops not to 
take upon them the Crown, unleſs they intended to perform their 
Oaths. If any King refuſed ſo to do, the Nobles thought it their 


Concern to hinder his Coronation, till he had either made, or promi- 


ſed this Engagement. 5 | . 
Henry the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, were only Kings by Act of Parli- 


ament, from what Inſtances hath been quoted (and many more that might 
be given) it appears that the Kings of England were Kings by Vir- 


tue of a Compact made between them and the People. This is appa- 
rent by the Contract made with the Conqueror by the Nobility and 
Commonality of England. | + 
Florence of Worceſter, Simon of Durham, and R. Hoveden, exprefly 
faith, That William, called the Conqueror, made a League, or Conipad, 


with the 4rch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Earls, and Nobles of the Land, who met 
him at Beorcham, and ſwore Fealty to him, ſo he reciprocally being re- 


quired fo to do by the Arch-Biſhop of 707k, made his perſonal Oath be- 


fore the Altar of St. Peter, To defend the Holy Church of God, and the - 
Re@ors of the ſame, to govern all the People ſubje# to hin: Fuſtly, to eſta- 


bliſp equal Laws, and to ſee them duly Executed. ApJ Ingulphus, his 
Secretary, ſaith, That he, under the ſevereſt Penalties, proclaimed. That 
the Laws of A. Edward the 0 ff ſhould be Perpetual, Aut hentical, 
and be obſerved inviolably through the whole” Kingdom of England, and 
as ſuch he commended them to his Fuſtices; A. Hoveden faith further 

That he commanded the Laws of King Edward to be obſerved in all 
Things , And that, in the fourth Tear of his Reign, by the Counſel of 
his Barons, he made the Noble and Wiſe Men of England to be ſummo- 
ned throughout all the Provinces of England, that he might bear from 
them who were ſkilPd in their Law, their Rights and Cuſtoms, and 
that twelve Men were choſen out of every County, who ſwore to their 
Power to tread in a right Path, neither turning to the right Hand or 
zo the left, and to make known to him the Cuſtom and the Eſftablifh- 
ment of their Laws, | | 


Henry the Firſt, and Stephen, who ſucceeded Henry, made a Compact, 


and promiſed a Meloration of their Laws according to their 
8 1 5 The 
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The Original Compact, faith M. Paris, was, That the Ring ſbould 
govern them according to the Tenour of ſuch ancient Laws and original 
Cuſtoms as were received among them, according to the good, approved, 
and ancient Laws of the Kingdom, The Liberties in which the No- 
bles confided, faith M. Weſtmiſter : The Laws of their Country, ſaith. 
of Malmesbury : The Laws of King Egward, ſay the a*orementioned 
Authors: Ihe proper Law and aniient Cuſtoms in which their Fathers 
lived, ſay Hoveden and the Chronicle of Litchfield - The Laws of 
England The ancient Laws of this Realm originally eflabliſf*d, ſay our 
Statutes . 2he Laws of the Land, the good Laws of the Land, ſaith the 


Oath of Richard the Second: The Charters of the Liberties 1 
The common Liberty, ſay the Contenders for them with K 


ing Fohn 
and Henry the Third : The fundamental Laws of the Kingdom let it be 
obſerved, The frequent Repetition of theſe or a like Contract by 


the following Princes of this Realm, by the Oaths they took at their 


Coronation, to preſerve to the ry N their antient Rights, Liberties, 
Original Cuſtoms and Laws, and by the continual Claim the People 
made to the Laws of their Country, the Laws of King Edward, and 
Magna Charta, as their Right ? Our-Anceſtors thought it abſolute 
neceſſary that whoever would be their King ſhould make a Compact 
with them, and be as much engaged by Oath to grant their Priviledges 
to them as they were to {wear Allegiance to him, and commonly 
that was firſt done by their Kings before they would engage to be 


their Subjects. And then it muſt be as neceſſary that he who doth 


continue to be their King, ſhould continue to perform his Oaths, and 
grant to them their Priviledges, and when theſe Patriæ Leges, theſe 
antient Laws of their Country were violated, they conſtantly com- 
plained f the Injuſtice of the Action, requiring the Oblervation of 
them, and when they could not prevail by fai Means, they revolted 
from ther Sabjection and ſought to recover their Right by Arms. 
And this Oxi; and Compact is the very Ground and Cauſe of the 
Vath of Alle is se; accordingly the Lord Chancellor Forteſcue 
declares, I. 9. P. 1. That our Kings are politial Kings, who receive 
their Power from the People. | 

Grotius De Jure Hell. I. 1. C. 3. S. 10. faith, Succeſſion is nat a 
Title of Empire, which gives the Form to it, but is only a Continua- 


tion of the Old Titi: ; be Right began by the Election of the Family, 
And thence with him we may reaſonably infer, that Succeſſion only 
brings down to K+1gs 1.44 the firſt Election gave, and makes them | 


only Kings according to Compact, and with the Condition agreed on 
at the firſt Ad lion of their Progenitors to the Exerciſe of the 
Royal Authority, | 

In the Year 1253. inere was Aſſembled a very great Parliament, 


to whom King Henry the Third DON IO? and withour 


Cavil, to ratify Magna Charta, and faithtully to obſerve all the Ar- 


tic'es of it, which King John, and he at his Coronation, and often 


fince, had Sworn to obſerve all the Articles of it: And this was 
done in the moſt Solemn and Ceremonial manner that could be devi- 
ſed : For the King, with all the Grear Nobility of England, all the 


| Eiſhops, and chief Prelates, in their Ornaments, with burning 4-4 
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dles in their hands, Aſſembled to hear the terrible Sentence of Ex- 


communication upon all the Infringers of the ſame; and at the 


lighting of thoſe Candles, the King having one in his hand, gave it 
to one of the Prelates, ſaying, I. becomes not me, who am no Prieſt, 


| Zo hold this Candle, my Heart ſhall be a greater Teſtimony ; and 


withal, laid his hand on his Breaſt the whole time the Sentence was 


reading, which was thus pronounced, In the Name of the Onnipo- 


tent God, &c. which dane, the Charter of King John, his Father, was 
read, In the end, having thrown away their Candles, they cryed 
out, So let them who incur this Sentence be extin@, and ſtink in Hell; 
and the King with a loud Voice ſaid, 4s God help me, Iwill, as a 
Man, a Chriſtian, a Knight, a King Crowned and Annointed, Inviola- 
bly obſerve all theſe things. But notwithſtanding all this, the King 
the very next Year broke his Oath, and continuing to Govern con- 
trary to the Charter, in the Year 1263. the Barons made War upon 


him under the Command of Simon of Monfort, who lucceeded ſo far 


as to take the King and his Son Priſoners ; but the Prince eſcaping 
out of Priſon, Fights with $im0n hand to hand, and flew him. The 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Times call'd him not a Rebel, or a Traytor, but a 
moſt Devout Servant of God and the Church, and a moſt faithful Pro- 


tector, Shield, and Defender of the Kingdom of England, and a Mar- 


tyr for the Liberties of Church and State, Chron. de Marl. p. 228. 
At the end of theſe Wars, in the Year 1269. a Parliament was held 
at Marlborough, where the Statutes, call'd, The &atutes of Marlbo- 


. Cough, were EnaQted ; in the fifth Chapter of which it is decreed, 


That the Great Charter, and the Charter De Foreſla /pall be obſerved 
in all their Articles, both concerning the King and his Subjets., And 
here, ſaith the Lord Coke, it z to be obſerved, That after this Bu- 
liament, neither Magna Charta, nor Charter De Foreſta, was ever 
attempted to be impunged, or queſtioned, whereupon Peace and Tran- 


 quility have ſince enſued. Inſt. I. 2. p. 102. 


The Nobility of England, as the Lord Coke obſerves, have ever 


had the Laws of England in great Eſtimation and Reverence, and 


would never ſuffer them to be changed. This made Henry the Firft, 
ſaith he, write to Pope Paſcal thus : Let your Holineſs know, that by 
zhe help of God, whilſt I live, he Dignities and Cuſtoms of our King- 
dom of England ſhall not be deminiſhed; and if 1, which God forbid, 
Jhould fo far dejed my ſelf, my Nobles and all the Teopls of England 
would never ſuffer them to be alte d Init, I. 2. P. 97. | 

In the Letters which all the Nobility of England, by Aſſent cf the 
whole Commonality aſſembled in Parliament at Lincoln, wrote 10 
Pope Boniface, we find theſe Words: By Virtue of our Oath we are 
bound to the Obſervation and Defence of the Liberties, Cuſtoms and 
Paternal Laws, which, by the help of God, we will defend with our 
whole Power, nor do we, nor will we permit our Lord, the King, tho“ 
De were willing to attempt things ſo unuſual, undue, and prejudicial to 
the Rozai Dignity. And this was Sealed by 104 Earis and Barons, inthe 
Name of all the Commonalty of England. Rot. Parl. 28. Ed. x. 

King John received the Crown by way of Election, as being choſen 


& the States, ſaith Daniel, p. ae an Paris faith, That all con- 


ſented 
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ſented to the Speech of the Arch-Biſhop, that none ought to fucceed 


another in the Kingdom, unleſs he. were Elefed by the Community, 
and thereupon they Elected the Count, and took him for their King, 
M. Faris, p. 138. 3 | „„ 

King Fames in his fourth Speech at Vhitehall, A. D. 1609. faith, 
That the King was Lex Loquens, after a 3 binding himſelf by 
a double Oath to the Obſervation of the Fundamental Laws of his 


Kingdom ; tacitly as by being a King, and ſo bound to protect as well 
e People as the Laws of his Kingdom, and exprefly by his Oath at his 


Coronation; ſo as every Fuſt King, in a Settled Kingdom, is bound to 
obſerve that Paction made to his People by his Laws, in framing his Go- 
vernment agreeable thereunto, And therefore a King Governing in a 
Settl'd Kingdom, leaves to be a King, and Degenerates into a Tyrant, 
as ſoon as he leaves of to Rule according to the Laws. Therefore all 
Kings that are not Tyrants or perjur'd, will be glad to bind themſelves 
within the Limits of the Laws, and they that perſwade them to the con- 
trary are Vipers and Peſts, both againſt them, and the Common-wealth. 


Tis plain from what hath been ſaid, That ali Government Autho- 


rity and Magiſtracy proceeds from the People. Now I will prove, 


that they have Authority to put back the next Inheritors to Govern- 


ment, when unfit or uncapable to Govern: And alſo, to diſpoſſeſs 
them that are in Lawful Poſſeſſion, if they fulfil not the Laws and 
Conditions by which, and for which their Dignities were given 
them; and when it is done upon juſt and urgent Cauſes, and by pub- 
lick Authority of the whole Body, the Juſtice thereof is plain. As 
when the Prince ſhall endeavour to Eſtabliſh Idolatry, or any Reli- 
gion which is repugnant to the Scripture, contrary to the Laws of 
the Land, or to deſtrov the People, or make them Slaves to his Ty- 
rannical Will and Pleaſure. For as the whole Body is of more Au- 


thority than the Head, and may cure it when out of Order, ſo may 


the Weal-Publick cure or purge their Heads, when they are perni- 
cious or deſtructive to the Body-Politick ; ſeeing that a Pody Civil 
may have divers Heads by Succeſſion, or Election, and cannot be 
bound to one, as a Body-Natural is: Which Body-Natural, if it had 


ability to cut of its aking or ſickly Head, and take another, I doubt not 


but it would do it, and that all Men would confeſs it had Authority 


ſufiicient, and Reaſon ſo to do, rather than that the other parts ſhould | 
periſh, or live in pain and continual torment: So may the Body- 
Politick chuſe another Head, and Governour in the room of its de- | 
Hructive one; which hath been done for many Ages; and God hath 
wonderfully concurred therein, (for the moſt part) with ſuch Judi- | 
cial Acts of the Common-Wealth againſt their Evil Princes; not 


only proſpering the ſame, but by giving commonly ſome Notable 
Succeſſor in place of the Deprived, thereby both to Juſtifie the F act, 
and Remedy the fault of him that went before. Firſt Saul was ſlain 


by the Philiſtines, by God's appointment, for not fulfilling the Law 
and Limits preſcribed unto him, Ammon was lawful King alſo, yet 


he was ſlain for not walking in the way preſcribed him by God, 
2 Kings 21, and David and Foſiah were made Kings in their rooms, 


Pikah, 


"who were two moſt excellent Princes. Shalum Tekahiab, and 


(6 0 


| Fekab, three Wicked and Idoiatrous Kings of Iſrael, were ſlain one 
after another; and all the Kings of 1ſrael, who Violated the Cove- 


nant and Conditions annexed to their Crowns, did for the moſt part 

loſe their Lives, and underwent the utter Extirpation of their 
Poſterities from the Crown. Fe bobobam (for only threatning to Op- 
preſs the People) was deſerted by them, who choſe Feroboam his 
Servant in his ſtead, which was approved on by God. 


If I ſhould Inſtance all the Kings over the Children of 1/-ael, 


whom God permitted (or appointed) to be ſlain, and thoſe that were 
carried away Captive by the Heathens for their unjuſt Government, 
I ſhould be too copious. But I will leave the Hebrews, and give you 
ſeveral Examples of the Depriving of evil Princes of the Government 
in France, Spain, Portugal, &c. and laſt of all in Scotland and Eng- 
land, and the . and Proſperity that did attend tho:e Proceed- 
ings; and by conſequence God approved thereof, and does approve of 
fuch Acts. „ 

There were too great Changes made of the Royal Line in France; 
the firſt from Pharamond to the Line of Pepin; the ſecond from Fe- 
pin to Hugo Capet. Childreck the third was deprived for his Evil 
Government, and Pepin was choſen King in his ſtead, whoſe Poſteri- 
ty reigned for many Years after him, and were brave Kings, as Hi- 
ſtory doth teſtify. - Lews the third, and Charles, Sirnamed Le Groſs, 
were both depriyed by the States of France for their Evil Goyern- 


ment, and ſuch who were thought more worthy appointed in their 


ſtead. All French Hiſtorians do attribute to theſe great Changes 
that have been made by. the People, the Proſperity and Greatneſs of 


their Kingdom. Henry the third, before he was King of France, 


was choſen King of Polonia, who departing thence without leave, 


and not returning according to his Promiſe, was deprived by Act of 


Parliament. 2 
In Spain, Flaveo Snintila was deprived for his Evil Government, 


together with all his Poſterity, and Sinando choſen in his room. 


Don Pedro, Sirnamed The Cruel, for his injurious Proceedings with 


his Subjects, they reſolved to Dethrone him; to that intent they ſent 


for a Baſtard Brother of his, Named Henry, that lived in France, de- 
firing him to come with ſome Frenshmen, to aſſiſt them in that Act, 
and take the Crown upon himſelf, Which he did by the help of 
the Spaniards, and flew him in Fight hand to hand, and ſo enjoyed 
the Crown and his Poſterity after him: This Henry was a moſt Ex- 
cellent King, as well far his Courage in War, as for his other brave 
Qualities. 

In Portugal, Don Sancho the Second, was deprived, by the univer- 
ſal Conſent of all Portugal, and Don Alanſo, his Brother, fer up: Who, 
amongſt other great Exploits, was the firſt that ſet Portugal free 
from all Subjection, Dependance, and Homage to the Kingdom of 


Caſtile. And his Son, who was his Succeſſor, builded and founded 


above forty great Towns in Portugal; who was likewiſe a moſt 
rare Prince, and his Off- ſpring Ruleth to this day, 

Cifternus, King of Denmark, for his intolerable Cruelty, was de- 
praved, arg his three Children OY and his Uncle F = 
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that hath attended thoſe Acts, 
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rick was choſen in his ſtead, whoſe Off-ſpring remaineth in the 


Crown. ESE: | | | 
In Scotland, the Nobility and Gentry, &#c, took Arms againſt 


Durſtus, their King, for his. intolerable Cruelty, and flew him and 
his Confederates in Battle, (and put by his Sons, leſt they ſhould 


imitate their Fathers Vices) and Elected Even, his Brother, in his 
ſtead, who leaving a Baſtard Son, the Kingdom was conferred on 
him. Crathy Cinthus having Surpriz'd and Slain Donald for his 
Tyranny, he was Unanimoully choſen King. Ethus was, for his 
Evil Government, deprived, and Gregory made King in his ſtead, 
Bucanan, ſpeaking of his Country, ſaith, That it was free from the 
beginning, created it ſelf Kings upon this very Law, that the Empire 
being conferred on them by the Suffrages of the People, if the matter 
required it, they might take it away by the ſame Suffrages. Of which 
Law many Footſteps have remained to our Age: . | 

I will end this Narration with Examples out of England (before 
and ſince the Conqueſt) Archigallo, Emerian, Vertigern, Sigibert, 
King of the Weſt-Saxons ; Beornred, and Alured, King of Northum- 
berland, were all deprived of their Thrones for their Evil Govern- 
ment, and ſuch, who were thought more worthy, preferred in their 


| fiend. King Edwin being deprived for his unjuſt Government, the 


Crown was given to his Brother Edgar, who was one of the 


rareſt Princes that the World had in his time, both for Peace and 


War, Juſtice, Piety and Valour. He kept a Navy (ſaith Stow) of 
three Thouſaud and fix Hundred Ships, diſtributed in divers parts for 
the Defence of the Realm, and he built and reſtored forty ſeven Mo- 
naftries at his own Charge, &c. | | 
After the Concueſt, King Edward the Second, Richard the Second, 
and Richard the Thiid, were, for not Governing according to the 
Laws of the Land, deprived of the Government, and Edward the 
Third, and Henry the Fourth and Seventh, were preferred in their 
Tooms, who was moſt Rare and Valiant Princes, who have done 
many In poi tant Acts in this Kingdom, and have raiſed many Fa- 
milies to Nobility, put down others, changed States both Abroad 
and at Home, altered the Courſe of Deſcent in the Blood Royal, and 
the like; which was Unjuſt, and is void to this Day, if the Changes 
and Deprivations of the former Kings were unlawful, (according to 
the Doctrine of Fnſive- Obedience without reſerve) and conſequently 
all thoſe Princes that have ſucceeded them (which yet never failed 
of a conſtant Deſcent) were Ulurpers, and thoſe who do pretend to 


the Crown of England at this Day, have no Title; but by Virtue 


of the late Act of Parliament (which was never denied, or dare be 
denied) for that from thoſe Men they Deſcended, who were put in 
the place of the aforementioned Deprived, by the People : And this 
is, and hath been the Cuſtom and Practices of all Kingdoms and 
Common-Wealths, to deprive their Princes for their Evil Govern- 
ment, and that Cod hath, and does concur with the ſame, is plain 
from the Examples before mentioned, of the Proſperity and Happineſs 


The 


along War againſt them, yet he doth not call them Rebels, neither 
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The Barons, Prelates, and Commons, took a ſolemn Oath, That if 
Ring John ſhould refuſe to Grant and Confirm their Laws and Liber- 
tines, they would wage War againſt him ſo long, and withdraw them- 
ſelves from their Allegiance to him, until he fpould confirm to them 
by a Charter, ratified with his Seal, all things which they required < 
And if the King ſhould afterwards peradventure recede from his Oath, 
as they verily believed he would, by reaſon of his double Dealing, 
they would forthwith, by ſeizing on bis Caſtles, compel him to give 
Satisfaction. He afterwards breaking his Oath and Promiſe, the 
Barons ſaid, What ſpall we do with this Wicked King ? If we let him 
thus alone, he will deftroy Us and our People; it is expedient there- 
fore, that he ſhould te expelled the Throne; we will no: have him any 
longer to Reign ever Us. And accordingly they ſent for Lenis, the 
Prince of France, to be their King, ard Swore Fealty to him, bur 
they afterwards diſcovering that he had Sworn that he would Op- 


_ preſs them, and extirpate all their Kindred, they rejected him, and 


ſet up Henry the Third. 4 - 

In the Reign of Edward the Second the Parliament met at London, 
and declared, by common Conſent, That he was unworihy of the Crown ; 
and for many Cauſes depos'd him, and chos'd his Son Edward by 
unanimous Conſent, and his Election was publickly declared in 
Meſtminſter Hall, ſome of both Houſes were ſent to Edward the Se- 
cond to acquaint him with the Election of his Son, and to require 
him to refign the Crown, which accordingly he did, all the People 
conſented to the Election; as did all the Prelates, and the Arch-Biſhop 
made an Oration on theſe Words, Vox Populi, Vox Dei, and exor- 
ted all to Pray for the King Elect. ET | 

By the common Uſage of England, which is the common Law of 
England, Kings may be deprived for evil Government, and others ſet 


up in their Stead, is plain from the aforegoing Examples. 


Tnat all Magiſtrates and Governours do proceed from the People is 
plain from the following Examples in Scripture; Deut. 16. 18, 19, The 
Children of Iſrael are commanded to make Fudges and Officers through- 
out their Tribes, Deut. 17. 14, 15. hen thou art come into the Land, 


&c, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a King over me, like as all the Nations 


that are about me : Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom 
the Lord thy God ſhalt chooſe: One from amongſt thy Brethren ſhalt 
thou ſet over thee ; thou mayſt not ſet a Stranger over thee, So God 


did only reſerve to himſelf the Nomination of their King; by which 


he defign'd to make his People more happy than they could expect by 


their own pecular Choice; He knowing the Heart of Man, and the 
Corruption of his Nature, did nominate ſuch who were moſt fit to 
| . his People; yet God did not require the Fews to accept him for 


ing whom he nominated, but left it to their own free Will, whe- 


ther they would approve cf him or not, is plain from the follow- 


ing Examples, Upon the Death of Saul, David wasſet up by the Ap- 
pointment of Almighty God, yet there was only the Tribe of Judah 


that followed David and made him King, eleven Tribes followed 


Ihboſheth, Saul's Son, whom they made King; and though David had 


do 


15: 


do we find that God puniſhed them, or ſent any Judgment upon 


them for not accepting of David as King; and when Rechab and | 
Banah had ſlain Iſbboſheth, and brought his Head to David at Hebron, 


ſaying, Behold the Head of thine Enemy? Vet David, inſtead of rewar- 


ding them, cauſed them to be ſlain for killing of Ihboſberh, whom. he 
calls a Kighteous Perſon, not a Rebel; After whoſe Death all thoſe 
Tribes came to David, and made a Compact with him for the Per- 
formance of ſuch Conditions, which they thought neceſſary for the 
ſecuring of their Liberty before they made him King ; 2 Sam. Chap, 
2, 33495 | | pi 4 

The making of Solomon King by David his Father, was not thought 
ſufficient without the Peoples Conſent, elſe why did the People anoint | 
Solomon, and make him King the ſecond Time? N 

Saul who left behind him many Children, yet not any of them ſuc- 
ceeded him, except J#boſheth, who was not his Eldeſt Son, who was 
annointed King by 4bner, the General Captain of that Nation, to 
whom eleven Tribes followed, untill he was ſlain, and then they 
choſe David, And Fonathan, one of Saul's Sons, ſo much praiſed in 
Holy Scripture, being ſlain in War, his Son Mephibaſbeth did not 
ſucceed in the Crown, though by Succeſſion he had much greater 
right to it than David : God promiſed David, That his Seed ſhould 
Reign for ever after, yet we do not find this performed to any of his 
Elder Sons, nor to any of their Off-ſpring, but only to Solomon his 
youngeſt and tenth Son. Rehoboam, the Lawful Son and Heir of 
King Solomon, coming to Sichem where all the People of Iſrael were 
aſſembled together for his Coronation and Admiſſion to the Crown, 


for untill that Time he was not accounted true King) who refuſing 


to eaſe them of ſome heavy Impoſitions which they had received 


From his Father, ten of the twelve Tribes refuſe to admit him their 


King, and choſe Feroboam his Servant, and made him their Lawful King, 
and God allowed thereof; for when Rehobobam had prepared one 
Hundred and Fourſcore Thouſand choſen Men, to reduce thoſe ten 


| Tribes to his Obedience, God commanded him to deſiſt by his Prophet 


Memaj ah, and ſo they did. | 
We read Fudg. 8. 21, 22, 23. That after Gideon had ſlain Zebah 


-- 


and Zalmunna with the Midianites, the Children of {/rael ſaid unto 


Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou aud thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons 
alſo ; for thou haſt delivered us from the Hand of Midean. But he 
zefuſing their Offer, they afterwards made bis Baſtard Sen Abimelech | 
King, though he had ſeventy lawful begotten Sons. 1 
© Zimri having ſlain 4/a, King of Judah, reigned in his ſtead, but 
the Children of Iſrael hearing thereof, rejected him, and made Omri, 
che Captain of the Hoſt, King of Iſrael, 1 Kings 16. 15, 16. i 

The Kingdom of Edom appointed a Deputy to Rule oyer them in- 


tead of a King, there being no King in Edom. 1 Aings 22. 47. Se 


Macchab. 9. 28, 29, 30, and 13, 8, 9, and 14, 41, to 49, by which 


it is further apparent that their Kings and Governours were choſen 
by the Pecple. Theſe and the like Determinations of the People 


about admitting or refuſing of Princes to Reign, or not to Reign, over 


them, or depriying them for evil Government, when their Deugn- 


Nene 


flouriſh and be happy again. 


+ -*; "wh 


4 nts are to 300d Ends, and for juſt Cauſes, are allowed by God, 
E akon —4— are his own ſpecial Drifts and Diſpoſitions though 


they ſeem to come from Man. | 
if the Subject may in no Caſe reſiſt, then there can be no Law, 


but the Will and -Pleaſure of the Prince: For whoever muſt be op- 
i} xoſed in Nothing, may do every Thing; then all aur Laws fignify na 
more than ſo many Cyphers And what are the Law-Makers but 

ſo many Fools. or Mad-Men, who give themſelves Trouble to no 


Purpoſe ? For if the King is not obliged to govern by thoſe Laws 
that they make, to what Purpoſe are the People to obey ſuch 
Lawns: 4; [210 1 
If the King ſue me by Pretence of Law and endeavour to take 
away my Money, my Houſe, or my Land, I may defend them by the 


Law; But if he comes armed to take away our Liberty, Life, or 
& Religion, which are ours by the Laws of God and Man, may we not 


Tecure them with a good Conſcience? 
Every Man hasa Right to preſerve himſelf, his Rights and Privi- 
ledges, againſt him who has no Authority to invade them: And this 
was the Caſe of Sampſon, who made War upon the Philiftines for 
burning his Wife and her F#ther, who was but a private Perſon, 
who knew he could have no other Kind of Juſtice againit them then 
what the Law of Nature gives every Man. | | 
The Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive- Obedience is inconfiſtent with 
the Goodneſs of God, and the Love he hath for Man; and is de- 


ſtructive of the End, Intent, and Deſign of Gods Laws, which is Mans 


Happineſs. For God who is infinitely happy in himſelf, had no ather 
Motive than the Happineſs of Man in thoſe Rules he has given him 
to walk by; and for that Reaſon has made it a Duty in him ta 
help the Poor and Miſerable, relieve the Opprefſed and Diſtreſſed, 
and do all Manner of Kindneſs and good Offices to one another. 
Can it then be preſumed that he requires Obedience to Tyrannical 


Power, which brings Poverty, Miſery and Deſolation on a Nation? 


If it be a · Duty to relief the Poor, it muſt be a Duty ta kinder People 


from falling into that miſerable Condition, which they cannot 
prevent except they have a right to oppoſe Arbitrary Power. And 


if it be a Duty to promote the Publick-Good ; which they cannot 


do if they are obliged to ſubmit to Tyrannical Government, it 
muſt be their Duty to oppoſe it. 


There is no Duty that a Man owes 
to his Neighbour or himtelf but does oblige him to oppoſe Tyranni- 


cal Government, in doing thereof he does that Honour and Duty 
& which he ows to his Maker, which cannot more be ſhown then in 
imitating him by promoting the Good and Happineſs of his Fellow 


Creature. 
The Preaching or Promoting of Paſſive-Obedience without Reſerve 
is a much greater Crime than the encouraging of Rebellion; becauſe a 
Civil- War, the? very ſharp cannot continue Jong, and a Nation may 
But if once Arbitrary Government 
introduced upon the Principles of Paſſive-Obedience, Peoples Milt = 


, Tys are endleſs, there is no Proſpect or Hopes of Redreſs: Every 
+ ge will add new Oppreſſions and new Burdens to a People already 
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that Doctrine, damnable Rebellions and Uſurpations, aud all our Kings 


(26 ) 


exhauſted. If he by God's Command was to be curſed that removed ; an 


his Neighbours Land Mark, what Curſes may they deſerve that 


make it their Buſineſs to Preach, or Promote abſolute Paſſive-Obedi- | 
_ ence, which removes all the Bounds, Fences, and Securities the Peo- 


ple have, not only for their Lands, but their Liberties and Lives, and i 
proſtrates them at the Feet of a fingle Perſon. Our firſt Reformers, 


ly unacquainted with this Doctrine, which can never reliſh well 


with free born Subjects, nor has it any other uſe than to encourage 
Kings to be Tyrants, and to render them odious, and their People | 


miſerable. And how ſad and fatal Conſequences always attend Ty- 


ranny, and the viſable Deſigns of Arbitrary Power all Ages 
can atteſt, DN ks | e 55 
Is it poſſible for any one to imagine, That of all the World, none 


and the Generality of all Proteſtant and Popiſh Writers, were utter- 


but ſome few Divines of the Church of England could ever find in the 


Scriptures, in the Fathers, in Reafon, in the Laws, thoſe Rights or 
Doctrines of Fure Divino, or Non-Reſiſtance, which they advance and 


propoſe to us, as beſtowed upon Kings by God himſelf ? Is it poſible 


it ſhould never come into their Minds, to compare their Opinions 


with the Opinions of the Doctors of the foregoing Age, whoſe Hypo- 
 Zhefis is ſo contrary to thoſe they have endeavour'd to obtrude, theſe | 
Sixty Years laſt paſt, upon us? Is it poſible they ſhould not bluſh, to | 


be termed by neas Sylvims, the Flatterers of Kings: it being No- 
efign to deceive 
Others, and to profit by the Folly of thoſe he deludes by bis 
Flattery. Er vn Farr] | | OR" EIS 

It's a wonder how Men, not fond of Slavery, ſhould maintain 
Maxims ſo pernicious to Humane Society; for if this Doctrine had 
always obtained and proſelited all Men to its belief, we, and all Europe, 
would have been Miſerable under Tyranny and Oppreſſion to this 


Day, At this rate a King needs no Army io Ruin and Enflave his | 
People, he alone, with a few Raſcally Slaves might rob them of their | 


Lives and Fortunes. 


The Greateſt and Wiſeſt Nations, and the beſt of Men of all Ages, h. 


have reckon'd it not only Lawful for the People under the moſt ab» 


ſolute Governments, to do themſelves Juſtice, in caſe of Oppreſſion, © 


but have thought the doing of it a Duty incombant on them, and | 


which they Owed to themſelves and their Poſterity : And the chief 


Inſtruments of the Great Revolutions or Changes that have happened 1 
in the World from Slavery to Liberty, have always been accounted 
as Heroes, ſent by God Almighty, from time to time, for the Redemp- 
tion of Man from Miſery in this World, they were accordingly Ho- 
nour'd and reſpected whilſt they lived, and their Memories have 


been, and will be held in Veneration by all Poſterity. 


The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obedience is a Treaſonable Doctrine 


by Diſarming the People of all their Civil-Rights, and taking away 


ſelf-Defence, which is the Law of God and Nature, and Inveſting the tri 
King with abſolute Authority, by making all the Revolutions and 


Changes of Kings, that have been in England, ever ſince St. Paul preach'd 
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( 27 
and Queens Ufurpers that have proceeded from the Loins of thoſe 
Kings, by making all the Family of Stewarts Uſurpers, as proceeding 
from the Loins of Hen. 7. who was made King by Virtue of an Act of 
Parliament, (whilſt the next Heir was Living, (ſo that Her Majeſty 
is a-Uſurper according to that Doctrine, as being a Stewar?, and all 
that pretend to the Crown of England have no Right according to 
rkhat Pockrine, by making the late Revolution a Damnable Rebellion 
and U ſurpation. Without that Revolution Her Majeſty had never 
been Queen, and by Virtue of that Revolution ſhe is Queen, and by 
Conſequence according to that Doctrine a Uſurper. | 
Now, High-Church, what ſayeſt thou for thy ſelf, that a Bill of 
Inditment for High-Treaſon ſhould not be preferred againſt thee ? 
For making all our Revolution Kings Uſurpers and Rebels, and all 
that have proceeded from them Ulurpers, (which yet never failed 
of a conſtant Succeſſion) by denying the Power of the People, who 
made thoſe Revolutions and Changes of Government, and who have 
made and confirmed the late Revolution in all the ſucceeding Parlia- 
ments. This Revolution King, with the Lords and Commons in Par- 
liament Aſſembled ; who have altered the Succeſſion from the Houſe 
of Savoy to the Houſe of Hannover, were the whole Legiſlative Au- 
| thority of the Nation, the whole People of England in Miniature, 
which was, Vox Populi, Vox Dei : Deny this if you dare: Or, that 
the Queen, with the Lords and Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, 
cannot alter the Succeſſion and Courſe of Deſcent thereof? There's 
Fox Populi again; the whole People of England in Epitomy, 

The Doctrine of Paſfove-Obedience is a Treaſonable Doctrine, by 
being an Encouragement to Rebellion, Uſurpation, and Tyranny. For 
ſuppoſe that any one of our Generals, c. ſhould inſinuate to the 
Soldiers, that the Government was not rightly managed, nor Juſtice 
and Equity truly performed; and by great Promiſes of Money and 
Preferment to the Officers and Soldiers, ſhould ger into the Throne 
by their Aſſiſtance (which God forbid ; ) ſuch Reſiſtance would (I 
verily believe) be a Damnable Rebellion. But when, in the Throne, 

he would be God's Vicegerent, ordained of God, and not to be Re- 
ſi ſted upon pain of Damnation according to the Doctrine of Paſtve- 
Obedience; ſo that if any Tyrant or Uſurper ſhould get into the - 
Throne, St. Paul hath tied up your hands, you muſt be Paſive; the 
People have no Power, it is all in the Magiſtrate ; tho' they have 
Power and Authority to chuſe this Magiſtrate; yet that very Minute 
he is choſen their Power and Authority vaniſheth, and if he turn 
never ſo great a Tyrant, they have nothing but Prayers ard Tears to 
help them; for now he hath God's Authority and Power ( though hg 
has neither his Pattent or Warrant to ſhow for it) either to Ruin, 
or make you Happy; 'tis no matter for your Laws, they are but 
dead Letters, his Will and Pleaſure is above that, and if he be a 
Terrour to good Works, and a Rewarder of Evil, and Acts Diome- 
trically contrary to the Nature and Deſign of his Office both from 
od and Man, and ſhould Raviſh, and cauſe to be Raviſhed, your 
Wives and Daughters before your Face, and Rob, Burn, and Deſtroy 
all before him; notwithſtanding: all this, he is ſtill Gcd's Vice- 
| | fo Setent, 


1 
: 
| 


gerent, God's Magiſtrate, and not to be Refiſted, &c. And whe 
dare ſay unto him, W hat doeſt thou? Now, High-Church, what 
ſayeſt thou for thy ſelf, that a ſecond Bill of Indictment of High- 
Treaſon ſhould not be preferred againſt thee, for Encouraging of Re- 
bellien, Uſurpation and Tyranny, by teaching the Doctrine of abſo, 
Jute Paſive-Obedience, what ſayeſt thou for thy ſelf? Art Guilty, 
or not Guilty? Hold up thy hand, High-Church. Not Guilty, How 
wilt thou be tryed? High-Church. By God and by Country. Which 
Country, viz, the whole Legiſlative Authority of the Nation, muſt 
Condemn yau, or themſelves. 8 | 
Where was the Doctrine of Paſfive-Obedience and Loyalty, when 
'the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen and Commonality in- 
yited the Prince of Orange to come with Armed Forces to make the 
Lord's Annointed, God's Vicegerent, their Lawtul Sovereign, (to 
whom they had Sworn Allegiance, and had promiſed to ſtand by 


him with their Lives and Forrunes, in all their Addreſſes to him 


after his coming to the Throne). Reyoke what he had done amiſs, 
and to bind him in Chains, (and his Nobles in Fetters of Iron) that 
he ſhould not Govern according to his Will and Pleaſure, but ac- 
cording to (Law) their Will and Pleaſure, and when the Bift.ops 
refuſed to diſqwn (to King Fames) their inviting over the Prince, 
or to Subſcribe an Abhorance of the Invitation, by which it appears 
that they did invite him over, or allowed of Reſiſtance, when their 
Church was in danger? And where was that Doctrine, when the 
Nobility, Gentry, and Commonality Roſe to Joyn the Prince of 
Orange after he was Landed? And when the Biſhops and Noblemen 
met at Guild-Hall and deſired the Prince to take upon him the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, and when the Convention, with the 
Lords Sprritual and Temporal gave the Crown and Dignity to the 
Prince and Princes of Orange, and when the Parliament made War 
againſt the late King Fames in Ireland, did not they kill him and his 
Adherents as much as in rhem lay at the Battle of the Boyne, 8c. 
On the third of October, 1688. The Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
Biſhop of London, Wincheſter, 4ſaph, Ely, Chicheſter, Rocheſter, Bath 
and Vells, and Peterborough, all in a Bqdy, waited upon the King, and 
the Arch-Biſhop made a Speech to him, apd afterwards read and de- 
livered to him ten Articles, or Propoſals of their Advice far the bet- 
ter redreſſing of the Abuſes in his Government, the Subſtance of 
which was very near the ſame with that of the Prince of Orange's 
Declaration, except in one or two particulars, The Biſhop of Ko- 


cheſter obſerves, That they were drawn at Lambeth on the firſt of 


OZ-ober,the very ſame Day that the Prince's Declaration was ſign'd in 


- 


Holland, being the tenth N. S. which was our firſt O. &. 


Novem. the firſt 1688, A Parcel of the Prince of Orange's Declarati- 


p_ 


ons being intercepted in London, and upon reading that Expreſſion in 


it, That the Prince was moſt earneſtly invited hither by divers of 


the Lords both Spiritual and Temporal, and by many Gentlemen and | 
' ethers, the King ſent for ſqme of the Biſhops again, and required of 


them a Paper under their Hands in Abhorrence of the Prince of 


Qrange's intended Invaſion by ſuch a Day, which Abhorrence was ö 


deſigned 


25 „„ 
defigned to have been tacked to a Proclamation then in the Preſs 
for ſuppreſſing the Prince's Declaration, The Biſhops of Canterbury, 
London, Peterborough and Rocheſter (on whom this Storm only fell) 
refuſed to do it, upon which his Majeſty was very much incenſed 
againſt them, and parted from them with Indignation. And there- 
#pon the Feſuited Party at Court were 15 3 enraged, that as 
we are credibly informed (faith the Biſhop of Rocheſter) one of the 
chief adviſed in a Heat, they ſhould all be impriſoned, and the Truth 
extorted from them by Violence, 5 
On the fifth of November the Prince Landed, and on the twelfth 
the Lord Cornbury with his Royal Regiment of Draggoons, and the 
Duke of St. Alban's Regiment of Horſe, commanded by Colonel 
Langſton went over to the Prince. On the 16th. The Lord Delamere 
aſſembled fifty Horſe-Men and Marched to Mancheſter, and the 
next Day to Boden Downs; his Forces being encreaſed to one Hun- 
dred and Fifty, he declared his Deſign was to joyn the P. of Orange, 
and this ſmall Party of Men by Degrees drew in all the Norzh. 
The pretended Prince of Wales was ſent to Portſmouth with Orders 
to the Lord Dartmouth to ſend him, under a Convoy, with his 
Nurſe into France, which he refuſing he was brought back to 
London. on the. Eigth of December. . 
Where was the Doctrine of Paſive-Obedience and Loyalty, 
when Sancroft, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbxry, (who was the firſt 
who ſigned the Prince of Orange's Invitation to the City) went 


from Guild-Hall and demanded the Keys of the Tower of Sir 


Bevil Skelton, King Fames's Lieutenant, in the Name of the Lord 
Mayor, and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal then aſſembled ar 
Guild-Hall, which the Lieutenant delivered to him, and he deli- 
vered the ſame, (as by Order from the Lords, &c.) to the Lord 
Lucas, who took immediate Poſſeſſion thereof, which were as re- 
al Acts of Leſs Majeſtatit, as if he had ſtabbed him to the Heart? 
And where was that Doctrine when Prince George of Denmark, 
the Duke of Grafton, Lord Churchil, now Duke of Malborongh, 
and many others of the Proteſtant Nobility went over to the 
P. of Orange at Sherbon Caſtle. Briſtol was fiezed by the Earl of 
Shrewsbury and Sir Fohn Guiſe; the Lord Lovelace was delivered 
by the Gentry of Glouceſterſhire, out of the Caſtel of Glouceſter, 
where he was a Piifoner ; Newcaſtle received the Lord Lomley; 
Tork was in the Hands of aſſociated Lords, and the Garriſon of 
Hull ſeized the Lord Langdale, their Governour, a Papiſt, and the 
Lord Montgomery, and difarmed fome Popiſh Forces newly ſent 
thither, December the fifth the Earl of ay po came to the P. of 
Orange at Salsbury, and the ſame Day the Lord Herbert of Cher- 


bury, Sir Edward Harley, and moſt of the Gentry of Worceſterſhire 


and Hertfordſhire met at Vorceſter, and declared for the Prince of 
Orange; Ludlow Caſtle was taken for the Prince by the Lord 


. Herbert and Sir Valter Blount, and the Popiſh Shrief of Worceſter 
ſccuied in it by that Peer. 
withdrew himſelf from London; was taken at Feverſbam the twelfth; 


December the eleventh, King James 


the ſixteenth he returned to Vbite-Hall, and put out an Order, 
| | e | of 
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of Council againſt all Riotous and Tumultous Meetings dt 41 Preſs. 
orders, &c. On the fourteenth of December the Lords ſent by Aira 


the Peers, with four Aldermen and eight of the Common- Council 


of London delivered their Addreſs to the Prince of Orange at 


Hlenly, of their Submiſſion and Invitation to come to Town, to take 


upon him the Care of the City, &c. At that Time all the Forts 
in England, except Portſmouth and Tilbury, were in the Princes 
Hands. The ſame Day the Duke of Grafton, by an Order from the 
Lords, marched through the Strand, &c. at the Head of a Foot Re- 
giment of Guards to take the Fort of Tilhury out of the Hands 
of King Fames's Iriſh Soldiers. The ſeventeenth King James diſ- 


Charged Leybourn, a Popiſh Biſhop, out of Newgate. The Eighteenth 


the King went to Rochefter, and the ſame Day the Prince of Orange 
came to St, Fames's, attended by a great Number of Nobility and 
Gentry. The Twenty third the King withdrew himſelf from Ko- 
cheſter and went to Dover, and embarked in a Veſſel there for France, 
The Eighteenth of December the Commen-Council of the City 
paſſed an Order, That all the Aldermen and their Deputies, and two 
Common-Council-Men of each Ward ſhould wait upon his High- 
neſs, and Congratulate him upon his Arrival to the City; and on the 


twentieth they went to St. James's, where Sir George Treby, their 


Recorder, made the following Speech in their Names, viz. 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


The Lord-Mayor being diſabled by Sickneſs, your * u at- 
tended by the Aldermen and Commons of the Capital City of this King- 
dom, deputed to Congratulate your Higbneſs upon this Great and 
Glorious Occaſion. ; | | 

In which labouring for Words, we cannot but come ſhort in Expreſ- 
fon, Reviewing our late Danger, we remember our Church and State 


over- run by Popery and Arbitrary Power, and brought to the point of 
Deſtruction, by the Conduct of Men (that were our true Invaders) | 
that brake the Sacred Fences of our Laws (which was worſt) the | 


very Conſtitution of our Legiſlature. 
So that there was no Remedy but the laſt. 


The only Perſon, under Heaven, that could apply this Remedy, was | 


your Highneſs. 


Tou are of a Nation, whoſe Alliance, in all times, has been agree- 


able and proſperow to w. 


You are of a Family Moſt Illuftriou Benefactors to Mankind ; 0 
Have the Title of a Sovereign Prince, Stadtholder, and to have worn 


the Imperial Crown, are amongſt their leſſer Dignities. 


' They have long enjoy'd a Dignity ſingular and tranſcendent, viz. || 
To be the  hampions ef Almighty God, ſent forth in ſeveral Ages to | 


Vindicate His Cauſe againſt the greateſt Oppreſſions. 


To this Divine Commiſſion our Nobles, our Gentry, and among them 
our brave Engliſh Soldiers; render themſeives and their Arms upon _ 


tour Appearing « Great Sir, 


© When we Jook back to the laſt Month, and Contenplate tbe m_— 1 
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ä meſs and Fulneſs of our preſent Deliverance, Aſtoniſbed we think it 
1 by Miraculow. | 

nnci! Tour Highneſs, led by the Hand of Heaven, and call'd by the Voice 
e at f the People, has preſerved our deareſt Intereſts. | 

take The Proteſtant Religion, which & Primitive Chriſtianity, Reſtor'd- 
_— Our Laws which are our Antient Title to our Lives, Liberties, and 
inces Efates, and without which this World were a Wilderneſs. 

the But what Retribution can we make to Your Highneſs? Our Thoughts 


Re- are full charg'd with Gratitude. | 

ande Tour Highneſs has a laſting Monument in the Hearts, in the Pray- 
diſ. ers, in the Praiſes of all Good Men amongſt w. 

enth And late Poſierrty will Celebrate Jour ever Glorious Name, till Time 

ange hall be no more. 125 5 


55 On the 22d. the Lords Spiritual and Temporal Aſſembled at Ve- 


ance. Minſter, in the Houſe of Lords, and appointed Francis Gwin, Eſquire, 
City to Sign ſuch Orders as ſhould be from time to time by them made, 
two Which was thus, Signed by | . 
igh- Tho, Ebor, Norfolk, Somerſet, Grafton, Ormond, e ag Nor- 
1 the 7Pumberland, Hallifax, Oxford, Kent, Bedford, Pembroke, Dorſet, 
their ¶ Devonſbire, Bullingbrook, Mancheſter, Rivers, Stamford, Thanet, 
[RE Scar/aale, Clarindon, Burlington, Suſſex, Macclesfield, Radnor, Berkly, 
Nettingham, Rocheſter, Fauconbers, Mordant, Newport, Weymouth, 
Hatton, V. Aſap, F. Eh, La. Ware, R. Eure, P. Wharton, Paget, 
North and Gray, Chandos, Montague, Grey, Maynrad, T. Fermyn, 
at- Vaughn, Carbery, T. Culpeper, Lucas, Delumere, Crew, Lumley, 
Ging- Cartaret, Oſulſton. CEL 2 : 
nd Theſe Peers being Aſſembled the 25th of December, Signed and 
preſented to his Highneſs this Addreſs, | 
6 415 Ve, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal Aſſembled in this Conjuncture, 
nt of do deſire your Highneſs to take upon you the Adminiſtration of the 
ders) | Publick Affairs, both Civil and Military; and the Diſpoſal of the Pub- 
) the Þ lick Revenue, for the Preſervation of our Religion, Rights, Laws,Liber- 
 |rzzes, and Properties, and of the Peace of the Nation. | 
On the 9th. of January following, about thirty Lords, and eighty 
a; Gentlemen of Scotland, Sign'd a Paper to the ſame purpoſe, which 
| Vas delivered to his Highneſs, in their Preſence, by the Duke of 
pree- Hamilton, their Preſident. | | 
On the 28th of January the Convention paſſed this Vote. Reſol- 
„ 70 ved, That King James the Second having endeavoured to Subvert the 
worn Conflitution of this Kingdom, by breaking the Original Contract he- 
== zween King and People; and by the Advice of ſeſuits, and other 
viz, wicked Perſons, having Violated the Fundamental Laws, and baving 
es to withdrawn himſelf out of this Kingdom, hath Abdicated the Govern= 
ment, and that the Throne is thereby Vacant. 
them On the 6th of February the Lords Aſſented to the faid Vote. 
upon And on the 12th, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, did Reſolve, That William and Mary, Prince and Princeſſes of 
wift- Orange, be Declared King and Queen of England, c. 
neſs © On 
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On the 13th, the Lords and Commons ordered a Proclamation to 


be. Publiſhed, wherein they ſay, That the Prince and Princeſs of 
Orange having accepted the Crown according to their Deſire : Ve 


therefore, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, together 
with the Lord-Mayor and Citizens of London, and others of the 
Commons of this Realm, do with full Conſent Publiſh and Proclaim 
William and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, to be Aing and 
Dueen of England, &c. But not according to the Doctrine of 
Faſive-Obedience. By this Revolution the Body of the People of 
England are Reſtored to their Antient Right, and the Government 
Re-eſtabliſhed upon its Primitive and Original Foundation, and 
the pretended Divine Right of Succeſſion is now vaniſhed, 
In the Declaration of the Nobility, and Gentry, and Commonality, 
Aſſembled at Nottingham to aſſiſt the Prince of Orange. Ws 
_ Sope (lay they) all Good Proteſtant Subjects will, with their Lives 
and Fortunes, be 4ſifant to is, and not be Bugbear'd with the appro- 
bious Terms of Rebels, by which they would fright w, to become per- 
Fect Slaves to their Tyrannical Inſolences and Uſurpations. For we 
We our ſelves, that no Rational and Unbiaſs'd Perſon will Fudge it 
ebellion, to Defend our Laws and Religion, which all our Princes 
Dave Sworn to at their Coronation. We own it Rebellion to Reſiſt a 
King that Governs by Law; but he was always accounted a Tyrant, 
#hat made his Will the Law, and to Reſiſt ſuch a one, we juſtly efteen 
10 Rebellion, but a neceſſary Defence: And in this Conſideration we 
doubt not of all Honeſt Mens Aſſiſtance, and humbly hope for, and 
implore the Great God's Prote#ion, that turneth the Hearts of his 
People, as pleaſeth him beſt, it having been obſerved, that People can 
never be of one Mind, wit bout hu Inſpiration, which hath in all Ages 
eonfirmed that Obſervation, Vox Populi, eſt Vox Dei. : | 
So that according to the Doctrine of Paſtve-Obedience, without 
Reſerve, as has been Preach'd up by the High-Churchmen, (and is 
now began to be Reviv'd by them again) all thoſe Clergy, Nobility, 
Gentlemen and Commonality, who had a hand in the late Revolu- 
tion, and held that Doctrine, may expect a double Portion of Saint 
Paul's Damnation for Rebelling againſt their own Doctrine. 
In King James the Firſt's Reign, that Ridiculous Doctrine of Kings 
being Fure Divino was firſt Preached, which was never before heard 


of in all the Eaſtern Tyrannies; and in King Charles the Firſt's time, 
when Popiſh and French Councils found Admiſſion at Court, then 
aroſe the Doctrine of Paſfve-Oledience without Reſerve, There can 


de no Proofs made of a Divine Appointment of Kings, or of any 


ether Governours, or Forms of Government, (ſo as to be a Rule tor | 


any People or Nation to go by) or that all the Revolutions and Ac- 
cidents that have happened in the World were by Divine Appoint- 
ment; which to aſſert is to make God. the Author, or Approver of 
all the Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, and Deſolation, which have hap- 
pened in the World, which were a Damnable Sin to aſſert. 


ed for Blindneſs to come upon thoſe who were ſent by the King of 
Sia to feich him? And when he Commanded the Door to 


1 : 
b 
. 


contr 


ho 
of Pet 
F the 
oppoſ 
conſei 


Frſia 


dot ius 
ready 


And 
Where was the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience, when Eliſsa pray- 5 _ 
Fan:, 


ray 
* 
o be 


ment or Foretelling of their Revolt by God in Seripture, or being 


0 3 


ſhut, and the Meſſenger to be held faſt, who was ſent for his Head 
by the King of Iſrael? And when Azariab, with Fourſcore Valiant 


Prieſts, thruſt out Uzziab, their Law ful King, out of the Temple? 


And when Elijah deſtroyed the two Captains with Fire from Hea- 


ven, with the Hundred Men under their Command, who were ſent 
at twice by King 4haziah, to fetch him ? And when the Children of 
Iſrael ſlew Amaſiah, their Lawful King, for his Idolatry, without 
any appointment in Scripture, or Prophecy of his downfal? And yet 
that is no where called Rebellion, neither were they Puniſhed by his 
Son, who was made King in his Father's ſtead. And when Matta- 
thias, and his Friends pulled down the Altars which were adapted 
to Idols, 1 Macc. 2. 25, 45. And when the Edomites Revolted from 
Fehoram, and made themſelves a King? And Libna did alſo Revolt 
becauſe of his Evil Government, 2 Chron. 21, without any Appoint= 


called Rebels. And when Saul's Subjects ſwore that Sau! ſhould not 
kill Jonathan; and they reſcued him that he died not, 1 Sam, 14. 
45. And when David armed himſelf with fix Hundred Men, no 
doubt but he deſigned to have Fought Saul and his Army, it the 
Men ot Aeliah would have been true to him, and aſſiſted him, when 
he enquired of the Lord, Whether the Men of Keliab would deliver 


him and his Men into the hands of Saul? Upon the Lord's anſwers 


ing, they would deliver them up, he and his Men departed the City, 


1 Sam. 23. Can any Man imagine their meaning was to run up and 


down the Country together, and fly before Saul and his Army, if 
they had been ſtrong enough to cope with any Number he could bring, 
or ſend againſt them? If Reſiſtance was unlawiul, and a Sin, 


| ſurely David, a Man after God's own Heart, would have known itz 


and then he would not have involved the fix Hundred Men, that 
came to his Aſſiſtance, in the Sin of Rebellion, but would have told 
them the Prince was not to be Reſiſted, tho' never ſo great a Tyrant. 


Where was the Doctrine of Paſive-Obedience, when the Primitive 


{ Chriſtians called in Conſtantine the Great to aid and aſſiſt them 
| againſt the Tyranny and Perſecution of Maæentius and Maæiminiis, 
with Force of Arms, with which they Conquered thoſe Perſecutors 


in ſeveral Battles fought againſt them? And when the Primitive 
Chriſtians reſiſted Lucinius their Emperour, for Perſecuting them 
contrary to Law; and Conſtantine the Great joined with them: 


7 {Who held it bis Duty, faith Euſebias, to deliver an infinite Number 
/ People, by cutting off a few wicked Ones, as the Peſts and Plagues 


| of the Times? And when the Primitive Chriſtians of Conſtantinople 


oppoſed Aſper's being made Emperour, but Leo being named, they 


conſented thereto? And when the Chriſtians, under the King of 


| Perfia, reſiſted him for Perſecuting them, and were aſliſted by Theo- 


| ready to Defend them, and no ways to ſee them ſuffer for Religion? 
And when the Chriſtians of Armenia the Greater, made a League 
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Fans, aſſiſted dy the Orthodox, — and beat the Macedonians, 


dot is, the Roman Emperour, who told the King of Perfia, He. war 


with the Romans for the ſecuring of their Perſons, and Religion 
againſt the Perſians, under whom they lived? And when the Nova= 
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tho? they were aſſiſted by Conſtantiia, the Emperour, with four thou- 
ſand Men to drive them from Paphlegoaria% And when the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians deſtroyed Julian's Idolatrous Temple? And when the 
Lutheran Churches defended themſelves againſt the Empeior Charles 
the Fifth? And when the Proteſtants of Auſtria took up Arms, 
Anno 1608. againſt Matthias, King of Hungary, tor denying them the 
free Exerciſe of their Religion. | | | 
© Where was the Doctrine of Paſive- Obedience, when the Clergy gave 
Subſidies to Queen #1;zabe7h, in ſeveral Convocations, in the 5, 35, 
and 43 Years of her Reign io aſſiſt the Scorch, French, and Dutch 'in | 
the Defence of their Liberties and Religion againſt the unjuſt Op- 
preſſions of their Lawful Soveraigns? And when King Charles the. | 
Firſt, and the Biſhops and Clergy. of England aſſiſted the Proteſtants 
of France.? And when the Proteſtant Frinces of Germany invited 
Guſtavus Adolphus, K, of Sweeden, to come into Germany to aſſiſt them 
againſt their Lawtul Prince for perſecuting of them, and when the 
Proteſtants joy ned with him upon his Arrival? And when King 
Charles the firſt aſſiſted them with Men from England? | 

. Biſhop Bilſon, in his Book of the true Difference between Chriſtia 
Subject ion and Unchtiſtian Rebellion (dedicated to Queen Elizabeth) 
in defence of the Proteſtants of France againſt the unjuſt Oppreſſions 
af their King, ſaith, Iwill not raſhly pronounce all that reſſt to be 
Rebels: Cafes may fall out in Chriſtian Kingdoms, where the Peo- 
ple may plead: their Right againſt the Prince, and not be charged | 
with Rebellion. As it a Prince ſhould go about to ſubje& his 
Kingdom to a foreign Realm, or change the Form of the Commen- 
wealth, from Empire to Tyranny, or neglect the Laws eſtabliſhed 
8 Conſent of Prince and People, to execute his own Plea- 

ure: In theſe and other Caſes which might be named, if the Nobles 
and Commons joyn together to defend their Antient and Accuſtomed 
Liberty they may not be accounted Rebels. | | 

In King Charles the Firſt's Reign we have the Judgment of Biſhop 
Abbot, that the Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians and us differs in 
this, that they had no Legal Right for their Religion, but were 


ſubject to the mere Pleaſure of the Government; and whilſt ir 


was ſo they made no Reſiſtance. But under Conſtantine the Em-n- 


perour they had Laws on their Side, then they allowed of | 


Reſiſtance, _ 5s | | co os 
Sleidan, Com. I. 8. tells us, That Luther had always taught, That 


#he Magiſtrate might not be reſiſted, and there was a little Book of bis 
extant upon that Subject. But when the Lawyers, in a Conference, 
proved that Reſiſtance was allowed by the Laws in ſome Caſes, Luther 7 
ingeniouſiy profeſſed, that he did not know the Lawfulneſs of it le- 5 
fore, and then ſaid, Hat being the Goſpel doth not bar, nor aboliſp 3 


the. Laws of the State at he had always taught, and becauſe many 
r bing might ſo happen, that not only Matter of Right, but alſo the 


Force and, Neceſity of Conſcience might occaſion us to arm; therefore 
an Ajociation might be entred into to defend our ſelves, in Caſe * 


Caſar hinſelf; ſhould make War upon us, or any one e Iſe in Czfar's 1 
Name. Innandther Ecok of his he warned all Men in * Wy 
W124 5 ; 0 =D t 


2 


(35) 1 


7 That they ſhould not obey the Magiſtrate, if he raiſed the Militie 
for ſuch a War. | 8 


Performance of the Conditions, upon 


At the ſame Time there were ſeven Princes, and 24 Proteſtant 
Cities which entred into an Aſſociation againſt the Emperour, 
(Leid. Com. I. 18.) as for his charging us with Rebellion (the7 
ſay) there is Nothing at all in it, and he knows in his Conlci- 


ence that we are wronged? If he had ſtood to his former Com- 
| pats and Decrees, we allo ſhould have done our Duty, but becauſe 


he has broken them, and beſides our Obedience is due to God in 
the firſt Place, let him lay the Blame upon himſelf: For being he 
endeavours the Deſtruction of our Religion aud Liberty, he gives us 
Cauſe to oppoſe him with a good Conſcience. For in that Caſe it 
is Lawful to reſiſt as may be made appear both from ſacred and pro- 


phane Hiſtory, For unjuſt Violence is by no Means the Ordinance 


of God; neither are we any other Ways bound to him, ihen uon 
which he was made 


A ² ˙ --5--; | | 9 25 | | | 
| The Citizens of Magdeburgh, ſaith, That they could not be proved 
uilty of Rebellion, either by the Law of God or the Law of Man, 
That thoſe who took up Arms againſt them, made War upon Chriſt 
himſelf, &c. Every Body eafily underſtands, how utterly unlawful it 
3s to offer any Violence to us. | | | 
Melan#hou was of the ſame Opinion as Luther, as to the Law- 
fullneſs of Refiſtance, as in many Places of his Writings it doth 
appear; as was. St. Chryſoſtom before them both: And in his Com- 
mentary on Proverbs the 24, 21, 22, he ſaith, The Goſpel allows us 
to make Uſe of Politick Laws which are reaſonable ; nay, if a Law- 


ful Defence were not allowed by the Goſpel, the Golpel it ſelf would 


be transformed into a State-Doctrine, and would eſtabliſh infinite 
Tyranny and Slavery, which it does not. 1 
Biſhop Jewel, in the Defence of his Apology, P. 16, Vindicates 
28 Melan#hon, and other Reformers, who did allow of Re- 
iſtance. 25 6 T 2076 
| 0 de Cagliari, in his Book De non parciendo in Deum Delin- 
guentibus (a Book approve by St. Athanaſius, Who calls him a ne 
Elias, P. 1068) declares, That he belieced it was Lawful to reſiſt Kings 
under the Old Teſtament, and alſo to put them to Death, in Caſe of 


| Jaolatry, which, he maintains the Arians were guilty of. 


St. Auſtin, ſpeaking of the Behaviour of the Chriſtians towaidy 


Julian, ſaith to this effect, That the Chriſtian Soldiers ſerved un- 


der this Injidel Emperour ;, and where their Religion was not con- 


* cerned made Conſcience of obeying him; but, where, indeed, it came to 
Ve Cauſe. of Chriſt, there they made as much Conſcience of diſobeying 
Dim, Aug, in Pf. 124. | ; | 


I, God had commanded the Yoke of Subjection to the Tyrannical | 
Will of Princes, 'tis ſtrange that neither of the Prophets Eliſoa or 
a eg) Azariah, nor David with his Followers, nor the Fews 


Anger their Kings, nor the Primitive Chriſtians after their Religion 


was eſtabliſned by Laws, nor any of the antient Fathers, nor any of the 
yeformed Churches, ſhould not have known this Doctrine of Alſolute 
Faſſpe Obedience, : fy | G2 | 1 If 


1 
If Reſiſting of the ſupreme Authority be unlawful upon any Account 
whatſoever, then were all thoſe People guilty of Rebellion, who in all 
Ages have reſiſted or turn'd out their Evil and Deſtructive Kings and 
Governours; then the Fews were guilty of this Sin, for turning out 
ſeveral of their Kings, without any appointment from God in Scrip- 
ture. So likewiſe the Primitive Chriſtians did involve themſelves 
under the Guilt of St. Paul's Damnation, for Reſiſting of their Empe- 
rours; and, likewiſe, the Chriſtians, in all Ages ſince, who have Re- 
ted their Evil Princes by turning them out, &c. And then Biſhop 
Athanaſius (Author of our Creed) and thoſe Chriſtians with him, did 


alſo come under the Guilt of St. Paul's Damnation, for approving of 


Calaritanis's Bock, which, according to the Doctrine of Faſtve-Obe- 
dience, was a Treaſonable and Rebellious Bock; for rhe Incendiaries 
to Rebellion, are as guilty as they that are actually In it, | 


Then QElisadelh, and the Biſhops, and Clergy in her Reign; 1 


K. Charles the Firſt, and the Biſhops, and Clergy, in his Reign, came 
under the Guilt. of St. Paul's Damnation, for they that are Aiding 
and Aſſiſting to Rebels, are as Guilty as the Rebels themſelves. 
He that lets any Per ſon whatſoeyer deſtroy him contrary to Law 
when it is in his Power to preſerve his Life by defending himſelf, 
d des tacitly conſent to his own Death which he is obliged to defend 
by the Law of Nature, and therefore is guilty of his own Blood, as 
well as he that deſtroys him: Whereas, by defending himſelf there 
can be but one guilty of Blood (which is the Invader) in which De- 


fence, if he kills the other his Blocd lies at his own Door: By 


which it follows that Paſtve-Obedience to unjuſt Violence is a Sin, 
but reſiſting ſuch Violence is no Sin, but the Duty of every Man. 

The firſt Duty which I owe is to God, the ſecond to my ſelf in pre- 

ing of them in oll Things Reaſonable and Lawful. 

The Doctrine of Pafroe-Obedience without ' Reſerve is charging 
God with as palpable a Contradiction as any two Things can be, ir 


being Diametrically oppoſite to the Law of Self-Preſervation, which 


is the Law of Nature, and the Decree of the Almighty, which Law 
is facred, and not to be infringed by any Man. URS 


It is not the Doctrine of the Goſpel, or of Jeſus Chriſt, to be Paſa 


five beyond the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country; this were to make 
Chriſt the Author, or Approver of all the Perſecutions, and Innocent 
Blood that have been ſpilt in the World by Evil Princes or Governours. 
God never Commanded any thing contrary to the Law of Nature, 
unleſs it were in the Caſe of Abraham, in Commanding of him (as 
a Tryal of Faith) to offer up his Son Iſaac. | 905 
All Men have both a Natural and Civil Right and Property in their 
Lives, till they have forfeited them by the Laws ot their Country. 
When the Law, of a Country makes it Death to be a Chriſtian, 
then they are to lay down their Lives for Chriſt's fake. This is the 
only Cale wherein the Goſpel requires Paſſive-Obedience, when the 
Laws are avainſt a Man, and this was the Cale of the Fir Chriſtians, 
The Golpei is fo far from Enſlaving us, or diveſling us of theſe 
-Righ.s ald i 3iyikdges which we have already, that it encourages 5 
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to procure more T jberties and Franchiſes, if we can come honeſtly po 


by them, read 1 Cor. 7. 21, 22, 23. with Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe 
Upon them. : 


St. Paul himſelf was not for Paſſive-Obedience, for when the chief 


Captain commanded him to be ſcourged, he ſaid unto the Centurian, 
Is it Lawful for youto ſcourge a Roman, uncondemned ? although ir 
is very plain that he and Silas, who ſuffered with him, had offended 
as they were accuſed, and were guilty of breaking the Roman Laws, by 
teaching Cuſtoms which were not Lawful for them to Receive or 
Obſerve; and the Magiſtrates of Phillipi, one of the chief Cities of 
HMacedonea having put them in Priſon, and beaten them for it, would 
afterwards. have let them go; but St. Paul ſaid, That they had beaten 
them illegally, and they would not depart out of Priſon, and the 
Magiſtrates came and beſought them, and brought them out, Acts 16, 
12, 21, 36, 37, 39, and 22, 24, 25. 3 | 
According to St. Paul's Expoſition to the Romans all Magiſtrates are 

the Powers that be (he does not ſay the ſupreme Powers that be) If 
St. Paul had ſaid the Power that 1s, Is o1dained of God, it would 
have inferred only the fupream Power? Becauſe he would have then 
ſpoken in the ſingular Number: But he ſaying, That the Powers that 
be, were ordained of God, does imply that all. Magiſtrates are thoſe 
Powers. Then, according to that ſaying of St. Paul, the Lord Mayor, 
and all the Aldermen of London (except thoſe few Aldermen that are 
not Juſtices of the Peace) and all Conſtables, are St. Paul's Powers: 
Now all theſe Powers are choſen Vox Populi, Vox Dei, to reſiſt 


any of theſe Powers in the Adimniſtration or Executing of the Laws, 


is a Sin, and every Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Repen- 
tance and Forgiveneſs of God: Yet theſe Powers may be reſiſted, 
proſecuted, and puniſhed, according to the Nature of his or their 
Crimes, Now can any Man ſay, That theſe "Magiſtrates are ordained 
of God, or have their Power from God, any more, then that all 


Men are ordained of Gd, and have their Lives and Strength from 


him, which is their Power, and 1n the executing of this Power they 
have Power to do Good or Evil? Before they are choſen Magiſtrates, 
they have no more Power than other Men, but when choſen the 
Law is their Power, beyond which, they cannot go without incur» 
ing the Penalty thereof, | | 7 | | 

St. Paul's Powers, according to our Conſtitution, are the Legiſl: - 
tive Authority of this Nation, the Three Eſtates in Parliament Aſem- 
bled, who are the ſupreme Powers, the Powers that be, who have 
power to Make, or Anhiliate Laws, and theſe Powers are as much 
the Ordinance of God, as any Powers whatſoever; and if theſe Pow- 
ers are not St, Paul's Powers, then there-neither is, nor can be any 
ſuch Power or Powers in this Nation, that are, or muſt be irreſiſtable 
according to St. Paul, To reſiſt theſe Powers in making, or unmaking 
of Laws, is a Damnable Sin. But when theſe Perſons are ſeparated 
from the Legiſlative Authority, they are but private Perſons, (except 
thoſe Perſons that are Magiſtrates) who have no mere Power than 


| ether Perſons, and are as puniſhable by the Laws of their own mating 
(the King excepted) as any other Perſon, The chiefeſt of theſe Powers 


is 


(38) 


is the King, becauſe in him is the Executive part of theſe @. 
Powers, which is the putting the Powers of the Laws in 


Execution: Now all Perſons Commiſſioned by him, as the 
Lord Chancellor, Judges, or any other Magiſtrates, are 
but the Adminiſtrators of thoſe Powers, which the Su- 
preme Powers the Legiſlators have made, which are the 
2 Now for any of theſe Judges or Magiſtrates, not- 
withſtanding any Commiſſion or. pretended Commiſſion, 
_ if they act contrary to the Adminiſtration of theſe Powers 
of the Law, they are Puniſhable by Law, according to 
the Nature of their Crime, and are accountable, ſenſüra- 
ble, and puniſhable by the Legiſlative Powers. | 

There is more reaſon to believe that the Doctrine 


of abſolute Paſſive- Obedience is a damnable Doctrine, 


than that Reſiſting the ſupreme Magiſtrates upon any 
Account whatſoever is Damnable, becauſe that Doctrine 
deſtroys thoſe Glorious Attributes of God; of being a 
God of Infinite Love, Mercy, and Compaſſion to all 
Mankind, and makes him an Unmerciful, Cruel, Barbarous, 
and Tyrannical God, in making all Mankind, that they 
may be uſed as Beaſts, at the Will and Pleaſure of a few 
of their Fellow Creatures, who are but their Equals till 
they make them ſupreme Head or Governours. 

With what Ignorance do ſome aſſert, That Adam was 
an Abſolute Monarch? For that the Father of a Family 
Governs by no other Law than by his Will and Pleaſure, 
and the Father is not to be Reſiſted by his Child And 
that Adam had a Monarchial Abſolute, Supreme, Pater- 
nal Power? And that all Kingly Authority is a Father- 
dy Authority, and therefore Irreſiſtable? And that no 


Laws can bind the King, or annul this Authority ? How 
could Adam be an abſolute Monarch, when God gave him; 


the Herbs but in common with the Beaſts, Gen. I. 29, 30, 
Can it be thought that God gave him an abſalute Au- 
thority of Life and Death over Man, who had not Au- 
thority to kill any Beaſt ta ſatisfie his Hunger, as was 


_ reaſonable to 


* 


( 39 


Tie he had killed his Son Abel, as Cain for killing him? 


s in 
the Nature, a right to kill him for being Guilty of Blood, 
H 


. when he ſaid, Every one that found 


"th Gen. 4. 14. God made no exemption to the greateſt Man 
"the 


living, who ſhould: be guilty of Innocent Blood, when 
not- Ihe ſaid, He that fhedeth Mans Blood, by Man ſhall bis Blood 
lion, be bed. Gen. 9. 6. Neither Noah or his Sons were exemp- 
Wers ted from this great Law; and therefore could have no 
8 to Habſolute Authority: Since God has no where given any 
fura- ¶ Man ſuch Authority there can be no ſuch Lawful Au- 

. chority; for the Community cannot make themſelves 
irine I glaves by inveſting ſuch an Authority in any Man: 
me , Should they do it, it is not binding, it being a Sin againft 
any the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, which 
trine makes all Men Equal, and no Men Slaves. 


DB 2 If Noah was Heir to Adam, I aſk which of Noah's Sons 


all ¶ yas Heir to him? For if by Right it deſcended to all 
Tous, his Sons, then it muſt have deſcended to all their Sons, 


they 
feu 


« till Independant, as being the Off. ſpring of dam and Mah: 


If it deſcended only to the Eldeſt, and ſo on, then there 
can be but one Lawful Monarch in the World, and who 
that is, is impoſible to be found out; ſo that Paternal 
Monarchial Authority, take it which way you will, it 
comes to nothing at all. 
5 Where Human Inſtitution gives it not, the firſt Born 
1 has no Right at all above his Brethren. | 
mer If a Government, ſay ſome, may be Diflurbed for any Un- 
A no lawful Proceedings o the Governour, or his Miniſters, hum 
can am Government be ſafe ? To which I anſwer, That it 


1 Was 
mily 
aſure, 


And 


> him 


4 115 Prince, for he is no competent or lawful Judge, be he 


Au- of never ſo great a quality elſe a King was the moſt 


G04 ſperate Fellow's Cenſure. 


bon It is impoſible for one, or a few Oppreſſed Men to 
K. 98. diſturb the Government, where the Body of the People 
72 do not think themſelves concern'd in it, and that the 
"7" 22 Conſequences ſeem not to threaten all; yea, when it does, 


yet 


Cain was very ſenſible every one had, by the Law of 


m ſhould Slay bim, 


and ſo on: If fo; then are all Men become Equal and 


is not Lawful for any Man to fly into the Boſom of his 


miſerable Man living, lying at the Mercy of every De- 
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yet the Peopll are not very forward to diſturb the Govetii: 


ment, as in K, Charles the Second's time, when the Charters 


were Condemned and Seized upon, in order to make us 


Slaves, and the Laws perverted to the loſs of many In- 
nocent Lives, and the Goals filled with Diſſenters for 
Worſhipping God according to their Conſciences, and 
many other Oppreſſions, too many to Inſert; and yet 
they did not ſend for a Foreign Power, nor riſe againſt 
the Government, tho their Perſecution was much greater 
than againſt the Church in King James s Reign. I üſay, 
till the Miſchief be grown General, and the Deſigns of 


the Rulers become Notorious, then, and then only, will 


the People be for righting themſelves. 33 
_ Whoſoever, either Ruler or Subject, by Force, goes 
about to Invade the Rights of either Prince or People, 
and lays the Foundation for over turning the Conſtitu- 
tion, and Frame of any juſt Government, he 1s guilty of 


. 


the greateſt Crime, I think a Man is capable of, being 


to anſwer for all thoſe Miſchiefs of Blood, Rapine, and 


| Deſolation, which the breaking to pieces of Governments 


brings on a Country; and he who does it, is juſtly to 
be eſteemed the Common Enemy and Peſt of Mankind. 
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